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Lesson for July 24 in this issue 


Lesson 4.—The Southern Kingdom Over- 
thrown. 2 Kings 24:20b to 25:21; 
Jeremiah 38:1 to 39:14. 
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God Knows the Heart 


By Rachel Stevens 
Psalm 44:21 


66’ F ‘HE heart . . . deceitful above all” 
Its subtlety, its hope, its care— 
Only the God who made the heart 
Discerns that which is hidden there. 
He knows its heights of bliss, its depths 
Of dark despair. 


God knows the seeking of the heart, 
A restlessness in every one; 

He knew the deepest need of man 
Was peace with God, and sent His Son, 

He made a way from God to man 
And only one. 


The heart that cries—Forgive my sin! 
Lord, break my chains and set me free! 
Then “God so loved ... he gave his 
soca 
For such a one—for you and me. 
God met the heart’s first, deepest need 
At Calvary. 


ys 
A Feeble Folk in the Rocks 


Safety does not depend on great 
strength. There is a strange little ani- 
mal, mentioned four times in the Bible, 
which presents an interesting picture 
of all believers—the weak as well as 
the strong—who take refuge in Christ. 
This is the cony, also called the hyrax, 
the rock badger, and, in Hebrew, sha- 





phan. He was one of the “unclean” 
animals which the Jews were: not to 
eat (Lev. 11:5; Deut. 14:7); David, who 
knew much of natural history, observed, 
“The high hills are a refuge for the 
wild goats; and the rocks for the conies” 
(Psa. 104:18). And Agur the son of 
Jakeh said, “The conies are but a feeble 
folk, yet make they their houses in the 
rocks” (Prov. 30:26). There is in the 
Rocky Mountains a little animal called 
a cony, which resembles the Bible cony 
though he is probably not of the same 
species. His appearance and his shrewd 
and provident habits are described in 
a fascinating article called “Haymaker 
of the Heights,” by Avis Demmitt in 
the June issue of Frontiers, the well- 
illustrated magazine of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, edited 
by McCready Huston. The little furry 
denizen of the rock slides above the 
timber line has many names: Pika or 
cony; the Chippewa Indians called him 
Little Chief Hare; and he has been 
called rock rabbit, starved rat, calling 
hare, and squeak rabbit. He is seldom 
over seven inches long, and his brown- 
ish-gray fur gives him protective coloring 
among the rocks. He is very thrifty, 


for he spends the summer and fall stor- 
ing hay for the winter; he turns the 
stacks so they will dry evenly, and 
often moves one from the shadows to 
the sunlight. His little barns are pro- 
tected crevices in the rocks and used 
year after year. His home or burrow 
deep in the rocks is almost impossible 
to find. There will be a whole tribe 
in a rock slide, and if a sudden storm 
in the night threatens the piles of hay, 
the whole tribe will turn out to save 
the crop. They post sentinels, which 
emit whistling squeaks when men ap- 
proach, Hawks and weasels are their 
enemies, but the conies: still flourish. 
Though they are indeed a “feeble folk,” 
yet they find a safe home deep in the 
rocks; thus reminding the believer that 
though he is indeed weak in himself, yet 
he finds strength and perfect security 
in the Rock, Christ Jesus. And as the 
conies are industrious to gather and 
store up their food, working so steadily 
that they seldom grow plump, so we 
should be diligent to gather daily from 
the Written Word that nourishment 
which is so needful for our souls; and 
to feed constantly on “the true bread 
from heaven” .(John 6:32). 


The Secret of Radiant Old Age 


By Donald Macpherson 


ECAUSE we sc seldom find words 
B of encouragement and uplift di- 
rected to those who feel they are 
fast growing old, I have felt constrained 
to pen this little message particularly, 
though not exclusively, to: that noble and 
select company of grand folk who are 
nearing the evening of life. 
I will commence by quoting two re- 
marks of much significance. The first 
was uttered by that eminent British 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For in that he himself hath suf- 
fered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted” 

, (Heb. 2:18). 




















statesman Benjamin Disraeli: “Youth is 
a blunder, manhood a struggle, old age 
a regret.” The second fell from the lips 
of one of the grandest Christian old men 
of South Africa now spending his clos- 
ing years in his native Scotland: “Let 
me say in all sincerity,” he declared to 
a public gathering at which the writer 
was present, “that the years since sev- 
enty have been the happiest of my life.” 
Then he paused, and with a gleam in his 
eye added, “And the best is yet to be.” 

To all aging friends I say: Which 
statement expresses your feeling about 
your old age? There is certainly a world 
of difference between the first statement 
of frustration and despair and the sec- 
ond of radiance and triumph. Experi- 
ence has unquestionably proved that the 
difference lies in an intimate knowl- 
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edge of old age’s most glorious Friend, 
the dear Lord Jesus Christ. I am sure 
there are many who wish the second 
statement of assurance were theirs. In- 


deed it can be. A poor Scottish preacher 


once delivered a three-point sermon, and 
it lets us into the secret of radiant old 
age. “One,” said he, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanses us from all sin—that’s 
my sins awa; two, Are not five sparrows 
sold for two farthings, and not one of 
them is forgottén before God?—that’s 
my cares awa; three, We shall be caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air—and that’s 
myself awa.” There is no doubt that 
that humble preacher knew the secret 
of a thrilling youth, a gripping manhood 
or womanhood, and a radiant and glori- 
ous old age. 

Let us look at his points. Number one 
is the vital hinge on which all else 
swings. Can you say, “That’s my sins 
awa”? How can old age, or any age, 
have peace of mind if the conscience is 
constantly haunted by the unpleasant 
and insistent memory of past sin and 
that awful knowledge that account must 
be given to God? The beautiful cer- 
tainty of the Gospel is that all can know, 
here and now, the joy of sins eternally 
forgiven. “Be it known unto you there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins: and by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the 
law of Moses” (Acts 13:38, 39). “In 
whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of. his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 
It happens, when with repentance and 
faith we receive Jesus as our personal 
Saviour. Then, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” 


(1 John 1:7). When that happens we 
ean rejoicingly say, “That’s my sins 
awa.” 


Now let us look at point two. Can 
you say, “That’s my cares awa”? It 
is certainly a wonderful thing to be able 
to say it, because the cares that can 
beset old age are multitudinous. I would 
suggest that the heaviest and most pain- 
ful is loneliness. How terrible loneli- 
ness is! It often persists even in the 
midst of family, friends, and fun. Lone- 
liness because of all the sad “good-bys” 
_through the years, especially when it has 
been that heart-rending and almost ir- 
reparable blow in saying “good-by” to 
the one who so feelingly promised on 
that happy wedding day, “I’ll walk be- 
side you through the coming years.” 
That relentless reaper, Death, has sev- 
ered the companionship, and indescrib- 
able loneliness has resulted. Do you 
know that there is One who will never 
say “good-by”? You see, nothing can 
separate you from Him. Here is .His 
pledged word, “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Paul, 
in that wonderful eighth chapter of his 
Roman Epistle, seems almost lost for 
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words as he expresses .this same truth: 
“Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us. For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom, 8:37-39). The psalmist adds his 
testimony when he cries, “Cast thy bur- 
den upon the Lord, and he shall sus- 
tain thee” (Psa, 55:22). 

In a certain city the annual tree-lop- 
ping operation was in progress. One 
of the men was about to chop ‘off a 
branch from the tree he was trimming 
when he noticed a bird’s nest with its 
complement of frisky young newly 
hatched chicks. He didn’t have the 
heart to disturb that little home, and 
got permission from the foreman to 
leave it for another time. When he 
returned a few weeks later to trim the 
tree, the nest had now been deserted, 
but at the bottom, somehow woven into 
the fabric of the nest was a small Sun- 
day school text card bearing the words, 
“He careth for you.” Not one sparrow 
is forgotten before God, and ye are of 
more value than many sparrows. Will 
you trustingly say, “I know He looks 
after me—that’s my cares awa’? 

We have considered peace about the 
past, contentment for the present. Now 
what about the future? The Scottish 
preacher we are following said, “Three, 








A CorRECTION 


In the “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought,” in the December 11, 1954, issue 
of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, allusion 
was made to the'sale in Brazilian ten- 
cent stores of obscene literature in the 
English language. This literature came 
from New York. So far the item was 
wholly correct. But a visitor in Brazil, 
Dr. H. H. Savage of the great First Bap- 
tist Church, Pontiac, Mich., made in- 
quiries and absolves the Woolworth 
Corporation of any dealings of this sort. 
In answer tg our request for further 
information, our correspondent in Brazil 
writes: 

“I went to see the manager of the 
Petropolis dime store and was told that 
it was not a Woolworth subsidiary but 
Brazilian throughout. I asked him about 
the American personne] at the opening 
two years ago, and why they/had charge 
then, and of the identical Woolworth 
setup. He admitted that there might be 
American capital but that was all.” 

Are the publishers of pornographic 
literature in New York engaged in its 
distribution abroad? In any case, we are 
glad that the Woolworth Corporation is 
not engaged in the business, and we 


apologize for the mistake of our gor- | 


respondent. 
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We shall be caught up to meet the Lord 


in the air—that’s myself awa.” There 
is a dear granny in one of the homes 
we visit. She is over eighty, and her 
radiant joy in the Lord is a real tonic, 
Whenever anyone has the audacity to 
suggest she is getting old, here is the 
poem she often uses as her reply: 


They say that I am growing old, 
I've heard them tell it times untold 
In language plain and bold, 

But I'M NOT growing old. 


This frail old shell in which I dwell 
Is growing old, I know full well, 
But I am not the shell. 


What if my hair is turning gray, 
What if my eyesight’s growing dim, 
I still can see to follow Him 

Who sacrificed His life for me 

Upon the cross of Calvary. 


Why should I care if Time’s old plow 
Has left its furrows on my brow; 
Another house not made with hand 
Awaits me in the Glory Land. 


What though I falter in my walk, 
What though my tongue refuse to talk, 
I still can tread the narrow way; 

I still can watch and praise and pray. 


My hearing may not be as keen 

As in the past it may have been; 
Still I can hear my Saviour say 

In whispers soft, “This is the way.” 


The outward man, do what I can 

To lengthen out his life’s short span, 
Shall perish and return to dust 

As everything in nature must. 

The inward man the Scriptures say, 
Is growing stronger every day. 

Then how can I be growing old 
When safe within my Saviour’s fold? 


*Ere long my soul shall fly away 
And leave this tenement of clay. 
This robe of flesh I'll drop, and rise 
To seize the everlasting prize. 


T'll meet you on the streets of gold 
And prove that I'm NOT growing old. 


. —John E. Roberts. 
What, then, of the future? Why, the 
very best is still ahead, the grand Coro- 
(Continued on page 557) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Those Books and Periodicals 
for Thailand 


In the issue of February 12, 1955, 
the Tres published a letter from Mr. 
W. Archie Caine, Goodrich Road, R.F.D. 
1, Elmwood, Conn., asking for books, 
good Fundamental commentaries, Sun- 
day school helps, devotional books, and 
back issues of THE SunpDay ScHOOL 
Times for shipment to the Rev. Glenn 
Morris, P.O. Box 832, Bangkok Thailand, 
Mr. Caine now writes as follows: 

The letter of mine which you put 

in the February 12 issue brought a 
flood of results. So many copies of 
the TrmEs are in my basement and also 
in Thailand that we don’t know what 
to do with all of them.. In addition, 
many good books were received, I 
(Continued on page 557) 
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Ill. Crossing the Swift Baliem River in Dutch New Guinea 


Struggling with cold river water, rain, and an 
upset raft at a high altitude 


Tres battle was by no means over, 
however. Satan was determined to 
defeat our plans of bringing the 
Gospel to these inland people whom he 
had held in his clutches so many gener- 
ations. Our ultimate goal was Lake 
Archbold, so that we could reach the 
peoples of the 'Hablifoerie River dis- 
trict, and in order to do this we needed 
to cross the swiftly flowing Baliem, and 
proceed up the Worak Valley. It was 
here, therefore, that Satan made another 
attempt to withstand us. 

The situation we found ourselves in 
was far from pleasant. Gathered be- 
hind were at least two hundred natives. 
Before us the swift Baliem wound its 
way, while on the opposite bank an- 
other great group of natives watched 
our every movement with the greatest 
care. These two groups were enemies 
and were continually throwing threats 
back and forth the one to the other. 
After prayer it was decided that the 
best plan would be to make a large 
raft, put ali our equipment on it, and 
thus get across. The carriers and we 
were to swim holding onto the raft, 
while the family, together with their 
children, could sit upon the raft and 
guard our goods. Two other carriers 
who were not able to swim also sat 
on the raft holding our guns. After 
approximately two hours’ work the raft 
was completed.and we were prepared to 
launch out. We had chosen a portion 
of the river where it appeared as if 
the current would carry us toward the 
opposite shore. Mr. Dawson had fastened 
a rope around his waist and immedi- 
ately upon launching out he was to dive 
in, swim to the opposite shore, and 
assist in drawing the raft toward the 
bank. 


Kept Safe From Disaster 

At an agreed moment the signal was 
given and we pushed off. Being at an 
altitude of more than six thousand feet, 
the water was icy cold, and it seemed 
as if our breath would be taken com- 
pletely away. It was immediately dis- 
covered that we would be no match for 
the strong current. The rope around 
Mr. Dawson’s waist snapped like a 
thread, and he was clinging desperately 
to a protruding tree trunk with his 
back to the current in an attempt to 
regain his breath. Mr. Bond, who had 
left the raft in an endeavor to help him, 
found himself in a similar position. As 
the raft swept swiftly past them they 
could not help wondering what our fate 
would be. Several hundred yards ahead 
rapids could be seen. If these were 
entered it would not be without loss 


When Mr. Veldhuis and his party 
reached the Baliem River, they built 
a raft to carry their goods and the 
family who were with them. But 
the current was too strong for 
them, and some lives were nearly 
lost as the first attempt at crossing 
failed. But in spite of much dis- 
comfort and hardship they stuck to 
their objective and finally made their 
crossing. This is the third article 
in a series of five telling of an ex- 
pedition to open the way for the 
Gospel among the tribés around 
Lake Archbold. 








of life, as well as our vital equipment. 
At one stage the raft thumped its way 
over a slightly protruding obstacle in 
the water, causing about six of the 
carriers to lose their hold. It was only 
a miracle of God that enabled them to 
reach the shore safely as they were all 
very poor swimmers. Just in time the 
Lord helped us to grasp the limb of a 
tree, as the raft swept by, causing it 
to swing in a semicircle nearer to the 
shore. A few seconds later a vine was 
caught, and we were able to pull our- 
selves into a small inlet at the river’s 
bank. The Lord had kept us all safe. 
Not one life was lost, and every bit 
of equipment was safe. It was now late 
afternoon. Rain had set in, and we all 
stood huddled together on the river's 
bank, cold and shivering. Some kero- 
sene from our storm lantern soon caused 
a cheerful fire to flare up, and we 
unitedly thanked the Lord for taking 
care of His own. It was evident, how- 
ever, that we would not be able to cross 
the river at this point, but that we 
would have to trek farther upstream in 
an endeavor to find a more suitable 
location. 

The following morning, therefore, 
found our party cutting their way along 
the bank. Toward. mid-morning we 
came upon a sharp bend in the river, 
where there was a wide, stony beach. 
We again set to work building a raft 
and shaping paddles, but after making 
two more unsuccessful attempts it be- 
came most apparent that a different 
method would have to be adopted. That 
evening we contacted our Sentani Base 
by radio and requested that a rubber 
dinghy, some rope, plus food rations for 
the carriers be dropped by plane over 
our camp site. We do praise God that 
this transmitter continued to function 
well during our whole trek, as it was 
the only means of communication we 
had with the outside world. It also en- 
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abled us to give our exact location for 
the drop. 

The airplane was due to arrive at 
approximately 10.45 the next day. Two 
large fires were prepared, with a good 
supply of grass and green leaves placed 
at the side of each. These were to be 
placed upon the fire a few moments be- 
fore the plane arrived, to act as a smoke 
signal, making it easier for the plane 
to spot us. While we were awaiting 
the arrival of the plane, we tried to 
make the natives on the opposite bank 
understand that soon the big bird would 
arrive dropping its load. When it did 
a few moments later the natives ran 
hurriedly away, trying to hide their 
heads in the tall grass. They were very 
frightened indeed. They emerged from 
their hiding places directly after the 
plane’s departure, and were most amazed 
to see our rubber dinghy being inflated 
and let down into the water. With this 
little craft we had no further difficulty 
in crossing, and the early morning of 
February 6 found us all safely on the 
northern shore. 


No Native Opposition Encountered 


We were now facing the Worak Val- 
ley. It was among these people that 
Van Arken of the Archbold Expedition 
had had difficulties in 1938. They had 
refused to allow his party to enter the 
Baliem, having barricaded the path with 
branches of trees, behind which some 
five hundred spearmen stood. Every 
attempt was made to persuade them to 
allow the party to pass, all without suc- 
cess. Finally Lt. Van Arken’s patrol 
were forced to use their arms, killing 
one man and wounding two others. Un- 


* doubtedly the memories of that unpleas- 


ant incident still lingered in the minds 
of the older Worak men, and fear still 
clutched their hearts, for during our en- 
tire five-hour trek up their valley 
among hundreds of natives, not one car- 
ried either his spear or his bows and 
arrows. We could not help but feel 
that the Lord had prepared the way 
before us some seventeen years pre- 
vious, so that we would not be forced 
to resort to arms ourselves. 

That night we pitched camp in their 
territory, near a small river called the 
Dzinggi. A great company of friendly 
natives—both men, women, and chil- 
dren—sutrounded our camping site, 
bringing potatoes, cucumbers, and sugar 
cane, 

At the Dzinggi camp it was cool. One 
could almost say it was cold. The alti- 
tude was approximately seven thousand 
feet. All around us were high moun- 
tains, the peaks of some being ten thou- 
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sand feet in height, while below us large 

gardens of sweet potatoes could be seen. 

At least eight villages were sighted 

from our camp location. These hun- 

dreds of people have never heard the 
name of Christ. For generations they 
have continued to live on in their dark 
forms of heathenism. Little wonder that 

Satan was doing his utmost to hold back 
the messengers of the Cross. 

It was only five minutes after leaving 
camp the next day that we had to wade 
the icy waters of the Dzinggi and head 
nearly due north. Before leaving the 
territory of the Worak Valley peoples, 
however, we were able to purchase a 
pig for a small hatchet. This was roasted 
and eaten by our party directly after 
passing into no-man’s land. After this 
feast we pushed forward again. It was 

nearly noon, and we wanted to trek only 
to the border of the Hoedji Valley, the 
next populated section, before setting 
up camp. Unfortunately we were 
sighted, and knowing that there would 
be no further rest that day, it was de- 
cided to continue on. The path into 
the’ heavily populated Hoedji Valley 
wound its way down a steep ridge. War- 
riors with their long spears could al- 
ready be seen running toward us, from 
various directions, shouting wildly as 
they came. It was only a matter of 
minutes before the first ones had 
grouped themselves to the side of the 
path a few meters to the front of us. 
Great caution had to be taken as we 
approached them, as one wrong move 
on our part could easily cause hostilities. 
Gradually, however, the distance be- 
tween us became less and soon we were 
able to present the foremost with a 
cowrie shell as a sign of our friendly 
intentions. First contact with this new 
group had been made. 

As we passed on down the trail more 
natives arrived and grouped themselves 
around us. They were all dressed in 
their full war attire, bodies smeared 
with soot and with pigs’ teeth through 
their noses. Some we noticed wore 
their pigs’ teeth facing upward, which, 
in these areas, is a sign of war. : At 
the summit of one small knoll we came 
face to face with a group of at least 
thirty, one of whom appeared to be 
the chief. To this man I presented a 
bush knife in a ceremonious way, after 
which we continued on up the path. 

For four hours we trekked through 
gardens and along their villages, being 
continuously accompanied by many 
natives before and behind. They shouted 
intessantly back and forth, shaking their 
spears and gesturing frantically. In or- 
der to keep our party together and to 
protect it from attack, we had one mis- 
sionary walk at the front of the column 
and the other two at the rear. At regu- 
lar intervals we changed around, the 
rear man going to the front as it became 
quite a strain continually to have so 
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many armed natives directly behind 
you. It was not until 3.45 p.m., just 
before our radio transmitting schedule, 
that we set up camp. It had been a 


The Widow's Mite 
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long and strenuous day, and we let out 
a great sigh of relief as our packs hit 
the ground. 


(To be continued) 


How crayfish provided an offering for the Building Fund 


T WAS essentially the first time she 
had been in regular church worship 

for eight long years. How wonderful 
it was to hear the choir and congrega- 
tion sing “Amazing Grace”! How good 
it felt to be in the house of the Lord 
once again! 

Announcements were made and once 
again the congregation sang wonderful 
praises in song. She began to reflect 
upon days gone and upon the goodness 
of the Lord. “It isn’t easy being a 
widow,” she almost said aloud. “There’s 
John. I hope he will buy eggs from me 
tomorrow, else how shall I have gro- 
ceries for the week? But God will pro- 
vide. He always has. God has been 
good to Jess arid me. God gave me a 
good husband. He let him be saved, and 
he was a God-fearing and church-loving 
man. No one ever suffered more pa- 
tiently. Lord, I think it would be more 
than I could bear if I didn’t know he 
was a good Christian man.” , 

She was embarrassed to see she had 
been completely oblivious to all else, 
as the lady on her left nudged her to 
pass the offering plate. Meekly she 
fumbled with her purse, attempting to 
hold the plate and locate her tithe simul- 
taneously. She placed a carefully folded 
envelope in the plate with her penciled 
name and the amount of the offering, 
folded in such a way as to be incon- 
spicuous. It seemed so strange to place 
her offering in the plate, when, for the 
past eight years, she had faithfully sent 
it week by week by another member. 
She just couldn’t leave Jess. The en- 
velope had two sides, one for the Gen- 
eral Fund and the other for the Building 
Fund. She had $2 marked for the Gen- 
eral Fund and $4 for the Building Fund. 
“If people only knew what this money 
represented,” sh@ smiled to herself. 
“Imagine, crayfish!” She passed the 
plate to her neighbor, and a great joy 
thrilled her heart with gratitude for 
God’s blessings. 

The pastor preached on “The Widow’s 
Mite.” It was good to hear a sermon 
in person again. It never occurred to 
her during the message that in many 
respects she was at all similar to the 
widow whom Jesus commended. She 
remembered asking God to let her give 
$100 to the Building Fund above her 
tithe. It would have to come from God. 
With the meager pension check she 
could barely pay for necessities. Each 
Friday she sold milk and eggs to 
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give to the Fund. She smiled as she 
remembered kneeling in the cow-lot and, 
in a dedication ceremofty, dedicating the 
prized new-born calf to God. “This calf,” 
said she, “is for the Building Fund and 
for you, Lord. Please protect it and 
help me to raise it.” 

The pastor was cdlling upon the peo- 
ple for sacrificial giving in the critical 
time of church erection. Each person 
was urged to- give as God had prospered 
him. The example of the widow’s mite 
was being given with the purpose of 
showing how Christ commended even 
the very smallest of gifts unto Him in 
His name. Perhaps, it was suggested, 
you may even find some additional 
means of earning to be dedicated to 
God. 

At this she could not help but remem- 
ber standing in her back yard overlook- 
ing her small acreage and asking God 
to let her find some way to give addi- 
tional amounts to Him. As she eyed 
the dried-up pond, her eyes lit up as 
she knelt in the yard to say, “Lord, you 
see that old, dried-up pond. It isn’t 
worth much, Lord, if you will just fill 
that pond with water and let crayfish 
be in it, I'll rake them out, sell them, 
and give the money to the Building 
Fund. You know how last year I gath- 
ered up all the old scrap iron and sold 
it to give to You, but’ there just isn’t 
any more scrap iron. I don’t ask this 
for myself, Lord. I just want the money 
for You.” 

It was no surprise, to her that the rains 
came. And crayfish? Was it a miracle? 
Soon men began to come by out of the 
clear blue sky and ask to have crayfish 
out of the pond. “Wouldn’t the people 
be surprised to know that the $4 today 
represented 800 crayfish!” 

“What! The invitation already?” she 
said to herself as she straightened her 
hat and stood to sing “Just as I Am.” 
As she glanced in front of her, she saw 
her unsaved neighbors and across the 
aisle was little Jim, who had never made 
a profession of faith, She bowed her 
head, “Lord, please, please let someone 
be saved again today. I do so little, 


,Lord, but please hear my prayers today. 


Forgive me where I haven’t sacrificed 
like I ought. Hold not my sins against 
this people. I am just a widow, Lord, 
and I have so little to offer. It is even 
difficult for me to pray in public. I 
can’t teach a class, but, Lord, do hear 
my prayers. And Lord...” She did 
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not see the movement of the neighbors 
and little Jim, along with many others, 
to the front in response to the invita- 
tion. She was absorbed in talking to 
God. She looked up through stained 
eyes, happy with joy. She almost had 
to repress herself from singing, as they 
always did in her country church when 
someone was saved, “O Happy Day.” 
“Thank You, God, thank You,” she whis- 
pered aloud. She passed by, after the 
benediction, to greet those who had 
responded. She placed her arms around 
Jane to tell her how happy she was 
she had taken this stand. As she passed 
to the back door, she pressed the pas- 
tor’s hand to thank him for the message. 
As she picked her way carefully down 
the steps, she saw a number of deacons, 
teachers, and other workers in the 
church as they exchanged greetings. She 
thanked God for each of them. She 
asked God again to forgive her for not 
being able to do more. 

She was .not aware, as she walked 
quietly to her old model car for a lonely 
drive home, that the pastor was saying, 
“God, make me as faithful as she, and 
give our leaders her humble and sacri- 
ficial heart. How we thank You, Lord, 
for her influential life among us.” 

She stepped on the starter. Her heart 
seemed lighter. Church was such a 
blessing as it had always been. As she 
pulled away, one could hear her singing 
above the roar of the car, “Praise God 
From Whom All Blessings Flow.” 


MARSHALL, TEX. 
we 


Little Jetts Branching Out 
By Wade C, Smith 


HE Little Jetts are about to break 

into a new field of service—largely 
a missionary service. Several foreign 
mission agencies have recently applied 
for permission to reproduce the Little 
Jetts strip appearing each week in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times to distribute 
among their teachers and native evange- 
lists, enabling them to copy the figures 
in magnified form upon large sheets of 
paper, illustrating the Bible lessons be- 
fore various groups and congregations. 
Then here comes along Mrs. Jannette 
Burr in Denver, Colo., using flannelgraph 
for her three hundred boys and girls 
each week, copying in larger figures 
the Little Jetts characters on black paper, 
cutting them out with scissors, and plac- 
ing them on the white flannel board as 
she proceeds with the story. 

This prompted the writer with the 
thought to make cuttings (or cutouts) 
of the different parts of the Little Jetts 
body—head, torso (straight) and torso 
(bowed), legs, and arms, so they might 
be quickly and easily placed to repre- 
sent any attitude—standing, sitting, run- 
ning, reclining, jumping, or whatnot. 


Legs and arms are cut out, some straight, 
some bent at the elbows or knees, a 
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bent torso for kneeling or leaning for- 
ward, or rearing back, and so on; the head 
of course requiring no variation in shape 
(except a dot for a woman’s hair) being 
attached at the proper angle to suit the 
attitude. See the cut accompanying this 


article, showing the “parts” in miniature. 

With a set of these cutouts almost 
any scene can be presented in figures 
six or seven inches high (black figures 
on white making visibility good in a 
large audience) by assembling the black 
“parts” on the white flannel board to 
duplicate any of the Little Jetts car- 
toon stories in THE SunpDAY ScHooLt TIMES 
each week, as also other stories in the 
Bible which may be chosen by the 
teacher. Two books, “The Little Jetts 
Bible” (Old Testament) and “The Little 
Jetts New Testament,” also portray some 
450 stories altogether, most of which 
can be easily and quickly reproduced, 
scene by scene, while at the same time 
telling the story, on flannel board by 
using the Jetts “parts” as shown in the 
sketch. If additional objects in the scene 
should be peeded, as an altar, a Bible, 
a table, chair, or even a donkey—the 
“operator” can cut these out without 
much effort. 

The writer is arranging to supply the 
parts in sets of six each—heads and torsos, 


Billy Graham in Paris 
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12 legs, 12 arms in various positions, cut 
out of rough black paper for a white 
flannel board. Any who are interested 
may address him at Weaverville, N. C., 
for further information. 


“It will never work in Parisl’’—but GOD did 


T WILL never work in Paris! This 

was the attitude of not only the 
French press but many of the pastors 
when they learned that Billy Graham 
and his team had been invited here. 
They said, “This is an Anglo-Saxon 
method which does not fit the French 
mentality.” But the first night God 
proved again that the human heart re- 
sponds to the simple, direct presenta- 
tion of the Gospel message. 

Billy Graham preached in the large 
Velodrome d’Hiver (Winter Bicycle 
Track), in Paris, for five nights, begin- 
ning Sunday, June 5. The arena was 
filled almost every night with a crowd 
of between eight and nine thousand. 
Cliff Barrows and Beverly Shea were 
assisted in the program by a choir of 
four hundred voices. The final count 
on cards signed during the five nights 
was two thousand one hundred. 

The blessing of God was apparent 
upon the evangelist’s ministry as he 
presented each night, through an able 
interpreter, the simple story of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
There was no pressure and no pleading 
from the evangelist, but hundreds rose 
everywhere to come down the aisles to 
testify publicly that they were opening 
their life to the Saviour. 


By DAVID BARNES 
of the European Bible Institute in Paris 


The local pastors were astonished to 
see people come after hearing this sim- 
ple message, as they themselves testi- 
fied. They thanked Billy Graham for 
demonstrating to them the art of being 
simple. At a meeting of the committee 
after the meetings had ended, the chair- 
man stated that God had given special 
grace in three ways for this effort. First 
was grace to unite. He said that, for 
the first time in twenty-five years, there 
had been a united effort on a broad base 
for evangelism. Then there was grace 
to present the simplicity of the Gospel. 
It was bared of all envelopings and ex- 
tras, he commented. Thirdly was the 
demonstration of the power of the Word 
of God and the reality of intercessory 
prayer. 

The meetings have opened the doors to 
evangelism everywhere in France. Pas- 
tors reported new faces in their churches 
the following Sunday, and extensive fol- 
low-up is being done by all the pastors 
of the Paris area. 


LE VESINET, FRANCE, 
14 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Scotland, the Expository Times for 

February published some _ interest- 
ing material regarding the attempt to 
. keep the Scottish churches abreast of 
the growth of Scottish population. Here 
the abiding tension between belief and 
unbelief in the church appears again, 
When Evangelicals undertook to build 
modest chapels to supply the needs of 
the unchurched, the Moderates in the 
Church of Scotland, who correspond 
pretty closely to the so-called Modern- 
ists of today, objected to their construc- 
tion and, having obtained control of 
the General Assembly, hedged their 
operation with many restrictions. When, 
however, control of the General Assem- 
bly passed into Evangelical hands a 
great change came over the land. Under 
the leadership of Thomas Chalmers, 216 
new church buildings were erected in 
six years. When the Free Church of 
~ Scotland was formed, 700 new churches 
were built to house the seceding con- 
gregations and £320,000 raised for their 
maintenance. The Revival of '59 gave 
great impetus to church building. Thus 
in the needy Wynd quarter of Glasgow, 
four new churches were built which by 
1900 had blossomed into 23 congregations 
in the city. And the people filled them! 
Up to 1875, over 9,000 persons were 
added to the original four as a conse- 
quence of the Revival. 

And the “Moderates” slept on! 


Wherever Billy Sunday went he at- 
tacked evil. Brewer and saloonkeeper 
feared him as the plague. That note 
is largely lacking in contemporary 
evangelism, but it is bitterly needed. 
Town Journal for last October gives a 
frightening account of the demoraliza- 
tion that has followed the legalizing of 
gambling in Charles County, Maryland. 
Nearly 1,400 slot machines are busy day 
and night robbing men and women, boys 
and girls. The results are: destitution 
where the breadwinner cannot withstand 
the temptation of the ubiquitous slots, 
and juvenile delinquency following the 
lure of easy money. “Large signs over 
the machines read, ‘No one under 16 
permitted to play,’ but I watch a bar- 
tender make change for a 12-year-old 
boy.” Politics, police, judges are cor- 
rupted by rake-offs, and even the church 
becomes contaminated. The pastor of 
the Waldorf Baptist Church names a 
dozen families who receive welfare as- 
sistance from his church because money 
that should go for food and shelter is 
drained off by the slots. In some 


T' VIEW of the Graham meetings in 


churches members are implicated in the 
base business and the pastors dare not 
speak out. 


“Big business controls the 


slots, and you cannot fight a close-knit 
five-million-dollar group.” Terrorism is 
general and stifles protest. Liquor goes 
alongside of gambling. “When you 
lossen ’em up with liquor, pocketbooks 
also loosen up.” | 

In self-preservation, Christians must 
fight drink, gambling, and political cor- 
ruption. This is a part of the Christian 
testimony. The divine resources are 
ample for both evangelism and reform. 
“Occupy till I come” should not be put 
over a bed, where the old Scottish woman 
is said to have placed it. 


The National Council Outlook gives an 
account of the National Council of 
Churches’ progress in the four years 
since its formation. The million mem- 
ber Greek Orthodox Church has come 
into the Council; also the Student Vol- 
unteer Movement, the United Student 
Christian Council, the Interseminary 
Movement, the United Christian Youth 
Movement, the University Christian 
Mission; also United Church Men, 
United Church Women, the National Lay 
Committee; also new State Councils in 
Georgia and Texas. Relations have been 
established with the United Bible So- 
cieties, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. They 
are, according to U. E. Action, casting 
an eye on the World Committee for 
Christian Broadcasting. 

So much for interminable organization! 
What of positive action, with its annual 
budget of ten million dollars? 

Well, it has formed a Committee on 
Maintenance of American Freedom, 
which freedom is certainly not seriously 
menaced. 

“Engaged in a massive long-term re- 
search project on ethics and economics; 
six volumes published and five others 
preparing, 

“Established a new Department of Re- 
ligion and Public Education to bring 
the insights and resources of religious 
faith into school life, 

“Reached millions of visitors in sev- 
enteen national parks and provided 
Protestant services for passengers on 
scores of transatlantic ships. 

“Has in two years arranged for twenty 
British and as many American preachers 
to exchange pulpits, 

“Provided a Council scholarship for 
a Copt student in an American semi- 
nary.” Other services are vague. Some 
are carried on apparently by the con- 
stituent churches rather than by the 
Council itself, 

Another list, published in Presbyterian 
Life, describes it as “furnishing litera- 
ture to help member churches instruct 
35 million children in regular Sunday 
schools”; reaches 115 million listeners 
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over radio; “with Council guidance, 
more than 3 million U.S. youngsters at. 
tend summertime religious classes”; hag 
broken all publishing records by sales 
of R.S.V. Bibles; brings a spiritual min. 
istry to 300,000 migrant farm workers, 

“Ranking in importance with these are 
Statements of church concern, framed 
and voiced by the Council’s General 
Board.” 

This is unquestionably a great infla. 
tion of the Council’s real activities, 
Boiled down they would probably re- 
semble more closely the old Federal 
Council futilities. But in the Surplus 
Food Program comes a surprise—if it 
be actually carried out, 


At Last!—The National Council of 
Churches, in initiating a “Share Our 
Surplus” movement in co-operation with 
the Federal Government has finally un- 
dertaken something really useful. This 
was started in a meeting in the Episcopal 
Cathedral, Washington, on the Sunday 
preceding Thanksgiving, with co-ordi- 
nated meetings all over the country, 
Every dollar contributed by this fund 
will release twenty dollars’ worth of 
foodstuffs from Government accumula- 
tions. As the National Council plans to 
raise seven million dollars in this cam- 
paign during the next three years, one 
may see what proportions it may take 
if carried through successfully. A project 
that far outsizes all the Council’s paper 
pronouncements to date! It may also 
have real anti-Communist reactions. 

In an eloquent address at the Wash- 
ington meeting, Bishop Raines pictured 
the need: 

“There are 300,000 widows in Korea 
with perhaps 600,000 children, There 
are 150,000 orphans in Korea, both. par- 
ents gone. Two million persons depend 
in part or wholly on food grants from 
the United Nations. In brave wartime 
Korea, thousands are living in boxes, 
huts, caves, unfit for animals. One sees 
teen-age boys as wild as wolves, beg- 
ging, stealing food.” 

In sharp contrast we have a surplus 
in staples—wheat, cotton, corn, butter, 
cheese, powdered milk, the storage of 
which alone costs a million a day. Much 
of this has been made available by our 
Government and will be packaged and 
delivered in needy countries. There are 
parallel organizations among other 
church groups at work at the same great 
task. 

Never before in history could so little 
money provide so much for so many 
—every dollar, we repeat it, releasing 


twenty dollars’ worth of food. The be-§ 


ginning is being made with “Operation 
Poinsettia” packages. The first ship- 
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. 


ment took place from Philadelphia on 
November 29, 1954—170 million packages 
of about 14 pounds each. 

The National Council of Churches has 
its own contributing constituency. The 
National Association of Evangelicals, 
through its World Relief Commission, 
536 W. 46th St., New York 36, issues a 
pressing appeal to all members to co- 
operate in the same type of relief work. 
“We may now purchase CARE packages 
in quantities at the amazingly low cost 
of fifty cents each—many, many times 
below actual value. These will be sent 
to our representatives overseas who will 
receive signed receipts for each pack- 
age distributed. Gospels and Gospel 
literature will be enclosed with each 
package. The World Relief Commis- 
sion has been aiding the distressed for 
ten years and our work is still expand- 
ing.” 

American Missions.—In His, Miss En- 
strom, working among the Pueblo In- 
dians of the Southwest, describes a 
people deeply rooted, almost hopelessly 
rooted in tribal religion, at the same 
time giving lip service to Roman Cathol- 
icism, for there are imposing Roman 
Catholic churches in each of the nine- 
teen pueblos of New Mexico as well as 
in those of Arizona. These Roman 
churches were built originally as early 
as 1629, so that here Catholicism has a 
long start. It connives with tribal 
heathenism at many points, and com- 
fortably. The cacique, or medicine man, 
who leads in pueblo life, spends count- 
less hours in fasting and prayer,.and is 
the intermediary between the people and 
their gods. Indian dances are their form 
of prayer, specifically of prayer for rain. 
“More often than not,” says Miss En- 
strom, “immediately afterward, a cas- 
cade of rain deluges itrigation ditches 
and thirsty crops. Again when an In- 
dian is stricken with bodily sickness for 
having given offense to spiteful spirits, a 
curing dance is held under the leader- 


ship of the witch doctor.” Obvious 
spiritism! 
A sun-baked field spiritually! Never- 


theless, persistent Protestant mission- 
aries have made steady progress in re- 
cent years. Protestant missions such as 
those at the Taos, Jemez, Isleta, Laguna, 
and Zuni pueblos testify to this fact. 
And in the farthest North is a distant 
outpost of the Church of England to the 
Eskimos in Baffin’s Bay. All supplies 
are brought by an annual ship. The 
devoted missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. 
Daulby, have organized Sunday schools 
among Eskimo children and Bible classes 
for the men which train them as evange- 
lists. It is interesting to learn that the 
main occupation on Sundays, not only 
among children but also of most of the 
adults, is memorization of Scripture. 
Those who have learned verses stay be- 
hind after the evening service to repeat 
them. They do not learn isolated verses, 
unless they are very young, but pro- 
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ceed systematically through one or an- 
other book of the Bible. 

There is a selection of two hundred 
hymns in Eskimo and most of the choruses 
are from the Church Sunday School 
Mission. 

Bishop Ramsey of Durham is a keen 
mind. His judgment on ecumenicism is 
worth remembering. He thinks the 
“convention mania” injurious to the 
spiritual life of the churches and de- 
scribes the publicity attending the 
Evanston meeting as “vulgar boasting,” 
this constant emphasis on scores of con- 
stityent churches and tens of millions of 
alleged members. (He was present at 
Evanston.) This boasting is commonly 
attended with dépreciation of those who 
refuse to go along with the great crowd. 
They are “splinter groups,” inconsider- 
able fractions, objects of scorn. 

Dr. Harold T. Commons, president, 
Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism, Inc., calls attention to the 
fact that some of these splinters have 
become good size timber. Thus: 

“By way of contrasting the work of 
independent Baptists with that of the 
American Baptist Convention, it is in- 
teresting to note that if one totals up 
the number of missionaries serving un- 
der our independent Baptist boards as 
follows—Baptist Mid-Missions, 500; Con- 
servative Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety, 331; Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism, 200; Christian Mis- 
sions, 75—we have over 1,100 mission- 
aries as compared to the approximately 
400 serving under the American Baptist 
Convention.” 

Hornets, Ancient and Modern.—When 
God promised to send hornets before 
the Israelites to drive out Canaanite 
enemies of Israel (Exod. 23:28), Bible 
readers have been perplexed, but recent 
discoveries have cleared up the strange 
sentence. The symbol of the Egyptian 
monarch Thotmes was a hornet, and it 
was just he who warred on the Canaan- 
ite tribes, breaking their power before 
the incoming of Israel’s host. 

The Bible Meditation League tells of 
a converted altar boy in the Philippines 
who was found of Christ and because 
of it was assaulted and roped up on a 
limb by the waist. “But the rope 
hit a hornets’ nest. The boys fied, 
hornets pursuing. They fell into a ditch, 
tore clothing on barbed wire, and sailed 
into a briar thicket, all screaming. ‘I 
just lay still, back of the tree on the 
ground. One little hornet‘/landed on my 
chin just to kiss me, but those boys 
certainly got stung. That night I had 
a little laugh when praying.’” 

A new witness in Mexico writes in the 
same publication: “My whole family, 
father and thirteen brothers and sisters, 
have cut me off. Three are Catholic 
monks. I want only to work for Christ, 
for Mexico needs Christ. My family say 
I am in hell. I am working at free dis- 
tribution of literature on streets, in hos- 
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pitals, and prisons. My father ig rich, 
but will have nothing to do with me. 
Brother Ballestross gives me food.” 


Three thousand Sioux Indians | live 
wihin the city limits of Rapid City, 
S. Dak., and up to seven years ago no 
man cared for their souls. Then Wes- 
leyan Methodist President, Mr. Simpson, 
built a chapel for them. Scores of In- 
dians have found their way to Christ 
there, and it is known far out on the 
reservation. 

What this means is indicated by the 
testimony of an Indian in the Marine 
Corps. When asked, on enlisting, if he 
were Protestant or Catholic, he replied 
that he believed in his people's old 
heathen religion. “But one day I heard 
the message of the Bible that Jesus is the 
only way, truth, and life. Now His name 
is wonderful to me since He saved me 
two and a half years ago. The Lord 
Jesus can tell you: ‘Be clean of your 
sins. They are forgiven,’ and your sin 
is gone. I can’t express how much He 
means to me. And He can use even one 
like myself to testify for Him among 
my needy people.” 


Messrs. E. K. Simpson and F. F. Bruce 
are notable English New Testament 
scholars and both strong Evangelicals. 
They have recently published commen- 
taries, large scale ones: Dr. Simpson on 
“The Pastoral Epistles” (Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship of Evangelical Unions, 39 
Bedford Square, London W.C. 1, Eng., 
15 shillings), Professor Bruce’ on “The 
Book of Acts” (Marshall, Morgan & 
Scott, 33 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4, 
Eng., 25 shillings). These have drawn 
high praise from the British Weekly, 
which one might classify as subevangel- 
ical in its theology. Mr. Simpson’s book 
is described as “a great commentary, of 
meticulous scholarship, penetrating in 
its exposition, sure to be of greatest help 
to preachers, not only good but out- 
standing.” 

Of Professor Bruce’s “Acts,” William 
Barclay, the reviewer, says: “This is 
definitely a book to read not once but 
many times. It is obviously the product 
of years of study, and it will repay years 
of study. Professor Bruce has written 
his name across English scholarship in 
regard to the Book of Acts. We know 
no man who combines in so admirable a 
way the humility and the authority of 
real scholarship. There is no better ex- 
tant commentary on the English text 
of the Acts, and it is hard to believe that 
there will ever be a better one. This 
is a book for which there can be noth- 


. ing but praise and nothing but grati- 


tude.” 

The appearance of such works es- 
teemed so highly by those one might 
say without discourtesy belong to the 
Opposition should be of great encourage- 
ment to Evangelical loyalists in America 
as well as in England. A great book 
is a historical event. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JULY 24. THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM OVERTHROWN 
2 Kings 24:20b to 25:21; Jeremiah 38:1 to 39:14; printed text, 2 Kings 24:20b to 25:12 
Golden Text.—Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.—Gal. 6:7 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Kings 24:20b Zedekiah rebelled against the king’ of 
Babylon. 

Chap. 25:1 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his 
reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his 
host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; and they built 
forts against it round about. 

2 And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king 
Zedekiah. 

3 And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine 
prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people 
of the land. 

4 And the city was broken up; and all the men of war fled 
by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is 
by the king’s garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city 
round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. 

5 And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, 
and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army 
were scattered from him. 

6 So they took the king, and brought him up to the king 
of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. 
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7 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and 
put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of 
brass, and carried him to Babylon. 

8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, 
which is the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a servant 
of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: 

9 And he burnt the house of the Lorp, and the king’s house, 
and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man’s house 
burnt he with fire. 

10 And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the 
captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem 
round about. 

11 Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, 
and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with 
the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard carry away. 

12 But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land 
to be vinedressers and husbandmen, 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

T WAS now almost a century and a 
I half since Judah’s northern neigh- 

bor, Israel, had come to an end as 
a kingdom, with the destruction of its 
capital city, Samaria, and the transport- 
ing of a portion of its population to 
Assyria (722 B.C.).. Judah knew very 
well the reasons for this judgment. Is- 
rael had departed from their God, as 
well as breaking away from the house 
of David, whom God had appointed to 
rule over His people. Despite the 
breach, God had still regarded them as 
His people, and for the fathers’ sake 
would not give them up, but sent 
His prophets with warnings and en- 
treaties, till their obduracy and their 
multiplied sins were beyond cure. (Read 
2 Kings 17:7-23 for the indictment which 
was the basis of the judgment.) 

The prophets of Judah did not fail to 
mark up the lesson for the southern 
kingdom, warning them that if they fol- 
lowed the way of Samaria they would 
suffer the same judgment. (Read Ezek. 
23.) But the inhabitants of Judah and 
Jerusalem seemed intoxicated with their 
“It can’t happen here” philosophy. Did 
not they cleave to the house of David? 
And was not the Temple of God in their 
midst? How, then, could such calamities 
overtake them? Thus they felt secure 
in their sin. True, some of their kings 
hanored the God of their fathers, but 


the reforms of Hezekiah and Josiah were 
short-lived, and the termites of evil de- 
stroyed the strength of the kingdom. 
The pride and self-sufficiency of the 
degenerate sons of David continued even 
after the first stages of the judgment 
fell. Instead of repenting and turning 
to God, they followed a policy of re- 
bellion against the Conqueror Nebuchad- 
nezzar, relying on the help of that 
broken reed, Egypt, till the patience of 
the Babylonian king was exhausted, and 
God’s long-restrained judgment came 
upon the rebel kingdom. Because they 
failed to learn the lesson of 722 B.C., 
they had to write the year 586 B.C: into 
their own history as a year of shame 
and confusion, 


Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 24:20.—‘“For through the anger 
of the Lord Zedekiah rebelled 
against the king of Babylon.” The first 
part of the verse tells us the spiritual 
reason for the overthrow of the south- 
ern kingdom. The second part tells us 
the political occasion of it. 


Chap. 25:1.—*. . . in the ninth year of 
his reign ... Nebuchadnezzar... came 
. against Jerusalem ., .” The time 


notice refers to the reign of Zedekiah, 
not to that of Nebuchadnezzar. It would 
be the seventeenth year of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s reign. This was an all-out ex- 
pedition to end the periodic rebellions 
of Judah. 


Verse 2.—". . . unto the eleventh year 
of king Zedekiah.” The siege, then, 


lasted for about a year and a half. Com- 
pare verses 1 and 3. 

Verse 3.—“. . . the famine prevailed in 
the city .. .” Famine was frequently the 
chief weapon in forcing a city to capitu- 
late. Between an inflated population and 
a deflated: supply, the situation rapidly 
degenerated. 

Verse 4.—“. . . and all the men of war 
fled by night by the way of the gate 
between two walls . . . and the king 
went the way toward the plain.” Zede- 
kiah had been advised by Jeremiah to 
surrender to Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 38:17- 
23), but when the northern wall was 
breached, he chose flight through a 
southeastern gate leading from his own 
garden. The royal company sought es- 
cape to the Arabah, a depressed region 
between the Dead Sea and the eastern 
arm of the Red Sea. 

Verse 5.—“And the army of the Chal- 
dees . . . overtook him in the plains of 
Jericho .. .” Josephus says that a de- 
serter betrayed Zedekiah, so that he was 
pursued and captured, his guard leaving 
him to his fate. 

Verse 6—“So they ... brought him 
up to the king of Babylon to Riblah 
..-” Nebuchadnezzar at this time was 
at Riblah, which he had made his mili- 
tary headquarters for a series of opera- 
tions, of which the subjugation of Judah 
was one. Here, then, the royal family 
of Judah received judgment from Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 


Verse 7.—“‘And they slew the sons of 
Zedekiah ... and put out the eyes of 
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‘Lessor’ for July 24 


Zedekiah, and bound him .. . and car- 
ried him to Babylon.” The exasperation 
of the Chaldeans is seen in the severity 
of the judgment. Zedekiah’s last sight 
was that of his sons being slain before 
him—mere boys. Then he was blinded 
and carried off in double chains of brass 
into captivity, where he died. 

Verse 8.—“And in... the nineteenth 
year of king Nebuchadnezzar . . . came 
Nebuzar-adan ... unto Jerusalem.” The 
mopping-up process was committed to 
Nebuzar-adan. There could be little 
more than token resistance, since the 
real fighting men had fled with the king. 

Verse 9.—“‘And he burnt ‘the house of 
the Lord, and the king’s house, and all 
the houses of Jerusalem .. .” He reduced 
the city to rubble, with special atten- 
tion to all the buildings of note. What 
a conflagration it must have been! The 
vessels of the Lord’s house had already 
been removed (24:13). 

Verse 10.—“And all the army .. . brake 
down the walls of Jerusalem .. .” The 
military defenses of the city were de- 
stroyed, marking the end of Jerusalem as 
a fortress. 

Verse 11—“Now the rest of the peo- 
ple... did Nebuzar-adan the captain of 
the guard carry away.” The population 
was rounded up for transportation to 
Babylon. This looked like the end of 
the nation as well as the end of the 
kingdom, 

Verse 12.—“But .. . left of the poor of 
the land to be vinedressers and husband- 
men.” To preserve the land itself from 
becoming a wilderness, a poor remnant 
was left to care for it. The re®enue 
would, of course, be intended for Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s coffers. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The printed portion of our lesson opens 
with a matter-of-fact historical notice: 
“Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon” (2 Kings 24:20). There are 
several points of interest in this rebel- 
lion. It was not the first one. Jehoiakim 
had done so before him (24:1). So re- 
bellion was a pattern of conduct which 
the last kings of Judah followed, and it 
had repercussions upon later history, 
hindering the progress of restoration 
(Ezra 4:11-24). 

But there was a guilt attached to Zede- 
kiah’s rebellion which could not be 
charged against Jehoiakim. Jehoiakim 
had been placed on the throne by Pha- 
raoh-nechoh of Egypt (23:34), so that it 
was as a puppet of Pharaoh that he was 
overcome by Nebuchadnezzar (24:1). 
He had therefore no obligation to the 
king of Babylon, but may even have 
felt it his duty to Egypt to rebel—rely- 
ing on Egypt’s help to throw off the 
Babylonian yoke. In the case of Zede- 
kiah, however, there was a definite ob- 
ligation to Nebuchadnezzar. He had 
accepted the throne from the hands of 
the Chaldean as overlord, and given 
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Last Week's Lesson 
3. July 17.—Ezekiel and the Earlier 
Captivity. 2 Kings 24:8-16; 25:27- 
30; Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:1-4; 3:11-15; 
11:14-20; 18:30-32 
' Next Week’s Lesson 


5. July 31.—The People Left in Judah. 
2 Kings 25:10-12; Jeremiah 40 to 44 








his oath by Jehovah (as indicated in his 
assuming the name which Nebuchad- 
nezzar gave him, meaning “Jehovah is 
might”). Thus he was doubly bound to 
serve the Chaldean king. His rebellion, 
therefore, was a grave moral defection. 
Besides all that, Zedekiah’s rebellion, 
which looked to Egypt for support, was 
an act of disobedience to God. Jeremiah 
steadfastly witnessed to Zedekiah that 
he should submit to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and in so doing save both himself and 
the nation. But a man who was doing 
that which was evil in God’s sight in 
other respects was not prepared to ac- 
cept God’s direction in political affairs. 
Historically, then, this rebellion was 
the final contributing cause of the over- 
throw of Judah as a kingdom, with all 
the accompanying disaster. If we read 
only from this notice at the very end 
of chapter 24, that would seem to be the 
cause. But we must read all of 2 Kings 
24:20. The anger of the Lord, long re- 
strained, was now to be unleashed and 
let loose upon Jerusalem and Judah for 
the accumulated sins of the years, and 
Zedekiah's disobedience and thankless- 
ness and treachery and scheming were 
only the lever which opened the flood- 
gates of God’s judgment. How often 
God judges men by allowing them to 
commit that one more sin which brings 
the whole structure of their iniquity 
down upon their own heads! Men think 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Y WHAT power were the northern 
tribes led into captivity? 
2. How long did the kingdom of Judah 
outlast its northern neighbor? 
3. Who was the last king (1) of Israel, 
(2) of Judah? 
4. What two advantages did Judah 
have over the northern kingdom? 
5. Who subdued the kingdom of Judah? 
6. Where did the king of Judah face 
his conqueror? 
7. What penalty was meted out to the 
king of Judah for his rebellion? 
8. What counsel did Jeremiah give the 
king for saving himself and Jerusalem? 
9. To whom was committed the task 
of carrying out the destruction of the 
captured city? 
10. What circumstances aggravated 
the guilt of Zedekiah’s rebellion? 


(Answers on page 555) 
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they are “getting by,” and that they can 
take one more step with impunity. But 
it is that one more step which seals their 
doom, 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Rebellion (2 Kings 24:20) 
2. Siege (25:1-3) 
3. Flight (vs. 4, 5) 
4. Judgment (vs. 6, 7) 
5. Mopping-up (vs, 8-12) 
Topics for Development 

A Thorough Work. We have seen how 
slow God was to bring His wrath upon 
Judah and Jerusalem. But when He 
awoke Nebuchadnezzar to carry out His 
strange work of judgment, the stroke 
fell heavily. Notice the thoroughness 
of it. 

1. Upon the rebellious king. The last 
thing he saw was the slaying of his own 
sons, Then his eyes were pricked out, 
and he spent his sightless days, doubt- 
less with the horror of that last scene 
haunting him, in bonds and imprison- 
ment: (25:7). 

2. Upon the Temple. It was rifled of 
the last items of value (vs. 13-17) and 
the house itself burned with fire (v. 9). 

3. Upon the city. All its notable build- 
ings were given to the flames, and its 
walls (signifying its might) reduced to 
rubble (vs. 9, 10). 

4. Upon the populace. Apart from the 
poorest of the people, who were left 
to cultivate the soil lest the land become 
a wilderness, the populace was removed 
to Babylon (vs. 11, 12). Some of the 
more important citizens were slain (vs. 
18-21). 

Why the Difference? When the north- 
ern kingdom of Israel fell before the As- 
syrians, it fell never to rise again. Finis 
was written to the history of that king- 
dom. But when Judah fell before Nebu- 
chadnezzar, there was no such note of 
finality. For Judah there was promise 
of recovery, which began to take place 
in the days of Cyrus the Persian (2 
Chron. 36:22, 23). Why the difference? 
The northern tribes had not only de- 
parted from God, but as a kingdom had 
broken away from the house of David, 
while Judah, for all its sins, had held 
fast to the house of David. Now God 
had a great purpose for the house of 
David, and it was for the sake of that 
purpose that He brought Judah back— 
not because of Judah’s righteousness, All 
that restoration under Zerubbabel and 
Ezra and Nehemiah was part of the 
preparation for the coming of “great 
David's greater Son.” Is it not remark- 
able that after our Lord had fulfilled 
His mission, the Jews were again scat- 
tered (because of their unbelief), but 
still have been preserved in view of a 
yet greater recovery connected with Mes. 
siah’s coming again? God's interest in 
natiors and kingdoms centers in their 
relation to His Son, and the purposes 
which are to be fulfilled concerning His 
Son. 
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Practical Applications 

Learn your history, not only for the 
facts, but for the moral and spiritual 
lessons which it holds for you. 

There are no privileged classes with 
God. As the presence of the Temple 
was no defense to Judah in the day of 
judgment, so the most venerated religion 
will not save us in the day of wrath. 

The historian may trace political 
causes, but God’s prophets see the spir- 
itual relation of events. 

Men who, like Zedekiah, follow their 
own devices rather than the Word of 
God, will find to their cost that God 
knows best, 


Golden Text 

Gal. 6:7.—“Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” The laws of the 
spiritual realm are as rigid as those of 
the physical realm. Evil conduct can 
no more bring forth good than the seeds 
of thistles can produce wheat. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNs 
“Ye Servants of God, Your Master 
Proclaim” 

“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 

our Father, who art also our judge, we 

pray for that awe of Thee that should 
be in us. Show us from’ Thy Word to- 
day the sort of harvest men reap when 
they fail to revere and obey Thee. Help 
us to lay the lessen well to heart and 
set ourselves to live with godly fear, 
doing only what is right and good in 

Thy sight. Forgive our stained past. 

Cleanse and renew us in righteousness, 

Lead us in paths of truth, purity, honor, 

and kindness. Bless Thy servants who 

teach and preach the Gospel today. Give 

Thy Word success, bringing revival to 

Thy Church and salvation to sinners. 

To those who suffer, grant Thy compas- 

sion and help. To the perplexed, give 

light and guidance and to the sad Thy 
comforts. Make this week rich with- 

Thy blessing and make us channels of 

blessing to one another for Christ’s sake, 

Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
is true for nations and individuals. We 
do reap what we sow. Think of Jeru- 
salem, Judah’s capital, after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had reduced it to ruins, even de- 
stroying Solomon’s Temple. Judah had 
turned aside from God and at last God 
turned aside from Judah and left her 
to be stripped by her foes. Judah reaped 
what she sowed. For a modern exam- 
ple, think of Berlin. In 1939 Berlin was 
plastered with swastikas and anti-Jew- 
ish signs. A spirit of arrogant pride of 
race possessed Nazi Germany. Dreadful 
wrongs were being done to German 
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Jews, and any who dared to protest soon 
found themselves in a_ concentration 
camp. Then came the war and six years 
later the allies occupied Berlin. What 
a difference between the proud German 
capital of 1939 and Berlin today, a city 
divided, laid waste, and impoverished. 
Great heaps of rubble everywhere tell 
of the dreadful destruction the city suf- 
fered. A Hebrew Christian leader who 
passed through Berlin in 1939 and saw it 
next in 1954 was deeply moved by the 





SOW 


REAP DISREGARD sy* GOD 


contrast he found there from the fifteen 
years before. “As I was walking through 
the streets of this stricken city,” he said, 
“many texts from the Bible kept spring- 
ing to my mind: ‘For he bringeth down 
them that dwell on high; the holy city, 
he layeth it low; he layeth it low even 
to the ground; he bringeth it even to 
the dust.’ ‘Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.’” Wise people 
will take these things to heart and will 
sow the seeds of reverence,- godliness, 
justice, truth, and love to reap a harvest 
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of blessing instead of sowing the seeds 
of sin and reaping a harvest of destruc- 
tion. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 

“Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon” (2 Kings 24:20).—Nebuchad- 
nezzar had changed the king of Judah’s 
name from Mattaniah to Zedekiah as a 
token, no doubt, of his vassalage. His 
new name means “righteousness of 
Jehovah.” This should have been a con- 
stant reminder to Zedekiah to be right- 
eous before God and man; and espe- 
cially before King Nebuchadnezzar, who 
had made him swear by God that he 
would be loyal (2 Chron. 36:13). 

Zedekiah had even shaken hands over 
the oath (Ezek. 17:18), in ratification 
thereof, and also in token of subjection. 
(See 1 Chron, 29:24, margin.) He had 
the word of the Lord through His 
prophets that the proper thing for him 
to do under the circumstances was to 
serve Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 27:12, 13). 
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Lesson for July 24 


Despite all this, he rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 

Today, we know what it is to hear of 
the hedds of nations, meeting together 
to discuss world conditions, and sign- 
ing solemn treaties, covenants, and 
agreements—promising to do certain 

-things, and refusing to do others. 

We know, too, what it is to have some 
of the same heads call such articles 
scraps of paper, when they find it politi- 
cally convenient to break their written 
pledges. 

“  . . Nebuchadnezzar ...camé... 
against Jerusalem ,. .” (2 Kings 25:1). 
—This is exactly what Jeremiah told 
Zedekiah would happen. Zedekiah ap- 
pealed to the king of Egypt to drive off 
the Chaldeans (Ezek. 17:17). He also 
sought to form an alliance with the 
kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, 
and Zidon (Jer. 27:3), but all in vain. 

“He stiffened his neck, and hardened 
his heart from turning unto the Lord 
God of Israel. Moreover, all the chief 
of the priests and the people trans- 
gressed very much after all the, abomi- 
nations of the heathen; and polluted the 
house of the Lord which he had hal- 
lowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God 
of their fathers sent to them by his 
messengers, rising up betimes, and send- 
ing; because he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling place: but 
they mocked the messengers of God, 
and despised his words, and misused his 
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord 
arose against his people, till there was 
no remedy. Therefore he brought upon 
them the king of the Chaldeans” (2 
Chron. 36: 13-17). 

There are some persons today who 
imagine—rightly or wrongly—that they 
have provoked the Lord to the point 
where there is no remedy. A man was 
found weeping at the conclusion of a 
service. When he was asked what his 
trouble was, he related a strange story. 
He said when he started out in life, he 
left his native village and went to a 
nearby town. He went to a service 
there and heard the minister preach 
from the text: “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God,” and he said he thought 
both the text and the message were 
specially for him. He was deeply im- 
pressed, but said he did not want to 
settle the matter then. He wanted to 
get rich, and when settled in life would 
seek the Kingdom of God. 

The next week he was in another 
town, and on Sunday heard another 
~preacher preach from the same text. He 
thought someone must have told the 
preacher about him; for in the message, 
he had pictured him perfectly. But 
again he said he would not heed the 
text just yet. 

Some considerable time after this, he 
was in another town, and heard the 
third preacher preach on the same text. 
He said it went right down to his soul; 
but he calmly and deliberately made up 
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his mind that he would not become a 
Christian then. 

He said: “Now I am what the world 
calls rich, and go to services every Sun- 
day; but I have never heard a sermon 
from that day to this which has made 
any impression upon my heart. My 
heart is as hard as a stone.” As he said 
this, tears trickled down his cheeks. 


“... the famine prevailed in the city, 
and there was no bread. . .” (2 Kings 
25:3).— The prolonged siege caused the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to exhaust 
their supply of food completely. No 
more could be brought in because of 
the effective blockade. 

Jeremiah earnestly besought Zedekiah 
to surrender (Jer. 38:17); but he would 
not.- At length, the besiegers made an 
opening in the wall, and entered the 
city. The king, his family, and his 
armed men “fled by night by the way 
of the gate between two walls, which is 
by the king’s garden”—but the Chal- 
deans pursued after them and captured 
them. 

Zedekiah’s sons were slain before his 
eyes—then his own eyes gouged out; 
and he was bound-with fetters and taken 
to Babylon. The Temple was burned, 
the king’s house and the houses of all 
his great men were burned. And the 
walls of the city were broken down. 

Zedekiah was the last king of Judah. 
The Lord Jesus Christ will be the next 
(Isa. 32:1; Luke 1:32, 33). For seventy 
years the people mourned’ the loss of 
Jerusalem and the Temple. Then once 
again the Temple was built (Ezra 3: 
10-13). And in the days of Herod the 
king, a third Temple was erected (John 
2:20); but in A.D. 70 that Temple was 
destroyed because of the people’s re- 
jection of the Lord Jesus (Luke 19:41- 
44). How true is the memory text in 
connection with this lesson! “Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” 

With the capture of King Zedekiah, 
and the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
“times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) 
began. Ever since then, Jerusalem has 
been under Gentile overlordship. 

Commenting on the expression, “the 
city was broken up,” Dr. Ironside in 
his “Notes on the Prophecy and Lamen- 
tations of Jeremiah” (Loizeaux Bros., 
New York 10; $2.50) says: “What a 
world of anguish and sorrow is wrapped 
up in these five words! The details are 
all omitted save in regard to Zedekiah’s 
vain effort to escape when redemption 
point had been passed and it was too 
late. 

“Many will remember that there is 
an insignificant headland in the Niagara 
River, just above the Falls, known as 
‘Redemption Point,’ because no boat 
once past has ever been saved from 
destruction. In men’s lives there is also 
a Redemption Point!” 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a startling warning in 

the Bible reads, “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting” (Gal. 6:7, 8). This applies 
just as truly to nations, and nowhere 
in all history is the truth of it more 
fully borne out than in the fate of the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 

Israel’s punishment came first. Be- 
ginning with the wicked king “Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, which made 
Israel to sin,” the kingdom of Israel was 
steeped in idolatry for about two hun- 
dred and fifty years under the reign of 
nineteen successive kings, notwithstand- 
ing God’s faithful prophets constantly 
warning them. The Assyrians came in 
and conquered and devastated their 
land, carrying away many thousands of 
captives and much booty. 

But God delayed the punishment of 
Judah until about one hundred and fifty 
years later. From the time of Reho- 
boam, who’ succeeded Solomon his father 
as king of Judah, until the final captiv- 
ity, a period of nearly four hundred years, 
Judah had nineteen successive kings and 
one queen, Athaliah, who reigned seven 
years preceding the accession of the boy 
Joash to the throne. Some of these 
kings were comparatively good and made 
an honest effort to stamp out idolatry 
and maintain worship of the true God; 
but it seems that none of them fully 
succeeded, for there was always some 
idol worship, and that made Judah's 
punishment inevitable, too. 

Today we come to look at the tragic 
fate of Judah’s last king, Zedekiah; and 
he was only a puppet king under the 
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar. Indeed, Josiah 
was the last independent king of Judah. 
The four who followed him were pup- 
pets, the first under Egypt and the last 
three under the Assyrians. But Zede- 
kiah as a ruler, even by sufferance, 
marks the final complete fall of Judah; 
and what a fall it was! Zedekiah re- 
belled against his Assyrian master, and 
was subjected to just about the most 
cruel fate one can imagine. Not only 
were he and his people carried in chains 
to Babylon, but there he was made to 
witness the ruthless murder of his sons, 
and afterward had both his eyes gouged 
out. It was a pity he could not have 
lost his eyesight before having to be 
a spectator to the butchery of his sons. 

The siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king of Babylon is one of the 
terrible sieges recorded in history. For 
a year and a half the city was sur- 
rounded by the enemy, there was no 
way to replenish the diminishing supply 
of food, and the famine brought on 
pestilence. They had sown the wind of 
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idolatry; they were reaping the whirl- 
wind of retribution. 

Fellows, let me repeat, idolatry is 
anything you permit to come between 
God and you, or between your clearly 
known duty and you. It is a vicious 
weed that yields bitterness and death. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
ye 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


N THE last few Sundays we have 

studied the messages of four differ- 
ent prophets. What one thing did they 
all include in their messages? (That 
unless the people of Judah repented of 
their sins they would be taken away into 
captivity.) Right. But they did not 
repent, so that sad prophecy was ful- 
filled. 

You remember that good King Josiah 
was followed by three bad J’s. Jehoa- 
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haz and Jehoiakim were his sons, and 
Jehoiachin was his grandson. These 
three men were followed by the last 
king, whose name starts with the last 
letter of the alphabet, Zedekiah. The 
closing years of Judah’s history are easy 
to remember, for Jehoiahaz reigned three 
months, Jehoiakim eleven years, Jehoi- 
achin three months, and Zedekiah eleven 
years, 

Both Jehoiakim and Zedekiah rebelled 
against Nebuchadnezzar in spite of the 
fact that God told them not to, through 
the Prophet Jeremiah. In doing this, 
they brought about their own doom and 
hastened the doom of Judah. Jeremiah 
told them that God had allowed Judah 
to come under Nebuchadnezzar because 
of their national sins. He told them to 
repent and turn to God, but instead of 
obeying him they rebelled against Baby- 
lon: 

Notice what 2 Chronicles 36:11-13 says 
about King Zedekiah. He had solemnly 
promised in the name of the God of 
Israel that he would be loyal to Babylon, 
yet he broke his word. His punish- 
ment was terrible, as we shall see. 

The last part of 2 Kings 24:20 says 
“Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon.” So began the two-and-a-half 
tragic years before .Judah was com- 
pletely subdued. The Babylonians be- 
sieged Jerusalem so that no food or 
fresh supplies of anything could get into 
the city. Naturally the people inside 
the city became more and more hun- 
gry as time passed. And usually when 
food is very scarce, different diseases 
break out, causing suffering and death. 

Read 2 Kings 25:1-3. This is the third 
time that the Chaldeans came to fight 
against Jerusalem, possibly the fourth. 
But this siege was by far the longest 
and most terrible. 

Jeremiah 38:1-3 tells us what Jere- 
miah was prophesying during that time. 
He certainly made the message clear. 
Those who surrendered would live, and 
those who refused to surrender would 
die, for Jerusalem would certainly be 
taken. The princes asked King Zede- 
kiah for permission to kill Jeremiah be- 
cause his words injured the morale of 
the people. I should think they would! 
But it is better that people know the 
truth than that they go ignorantly to 
their doom. Some today object to 
warnings about hell because “people 
don’t like to hear that. It is a nega- 
tive approach,” and so forth. But is it 
better to have our friends go unwarned 
into eternal punishment or better to tell 
them what.the Bible says? 

Because Jeremiah faithfully pro- 
claimed the Lord’s warnings, the king 
allowed him to be thrown into a dun- 
geon so far underground and contain- 
ing such deep mud that it took -thirty 
men to get him out again! And, hu- 
manly speaking, the king never would 
have gotten him out, if it had not been 
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for a kind Ethiopian who dared to go 
to the palace and tell him that the 
princes who had put Jeremiah down in 
that pit had done evil! 

After Jeremiah had been rescued from 
this terrible dungeon, Zedekiah con- 
sulted him again. Read what the prophet 
said to him in Jeremiah 38:17, 18. Zede- 
kiah might have feared that Nebuchad- 
nezzar would show him no mercy after 
he had broken his promise to be loyal, 
but now he had the word of the Lord 
that his life would be spared if he sur- 
rendered. Read his answer in verse 
19. Oh, foolish Zedekiah! He was 
afraid that the Jews would mock him 
for surrendering, and that fear cost him 
his earthly happiness, and unless he 
repented later, his eternal happiness. 
He chose to disobey God rather’ than 
to endure the ridicule of men. If he 
could have looked ahead to the terrible 
fate that awaited him, no amount of 
ridicule could have made him disobey 
the Lord. Girls, there are people to- 
day who would rather insult God than 
face the mockery of other human be- 
ings! One look into hell would make 
all the ridicule of earth seem as nothing. 

Turn back to 2 Kings 25 and let us 
read verses 4-12. Zedekiah and his sup- 
porters tried to flee secretly, but it was 
no use. God had said that they would 
have no escape, and they did not. The 
slaying of his sons was the last thing 
Zedekiah ever saw with his eyes. What 
a terrible memory to carry with him as 
he was taken into captivity, bound and 
blind! I can picture him saying to hinf- 
self over and over, “Oh, if I only had!” 
That is what people who refuse to ac- 
cept Christ are going to say in hell, 
“Ok, if I only had!” 

Now read 2 Chronicles 36:14-16. What 
Sad verses these are! Judah sunk in 
idolatry and sin, God rising up early to 
send them warnings, longing to restore 
and forgive them. But, they mocked 
His messengers, despising His words, 
and misusing His prophets “till there 
was no remedy.” When God says there 
is no remedy, all hope is gone. 

What lesson can we get from this sad 
story? (That we should pay attention 
to God’s warnings. That what God says 
is sure to happen. That God would 
rather forgive than punish people.) 
Those things are all true. Someone has 
said: 

There is a time, we know not when, 

A place, we know not where, 

That marks the destiny of man, 

For Glory or Despair. 

If there is any girl here this morn- 
ing not certain of Glory, do stay after 
class for a little talk about it. God's 
judgment is certain, but the eternal joy 
and happiness and blessing that He has 
promised to those who have accepted 
Christ is just as certain. Praise His 
name! 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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Lesson for July 24 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Unmistakable Proof.—Be not deceived;. 


God is not mocked (Gal. 6:7, Golden 
Text). A story concerning invisible ink 
is told of the General Post Office. An 
employee had long been, suspected of 
stealing sheets of stamps, but the crime 
could not be brought home to him. One 
day a square foot of postage stamps was 
found upon him, but he maintained, as 
on former occasions, that he had bought 
them for his own use. “What! These?” 
exclaimed his chief, at the same time 
passing a moist brush over one of the 
sheets, whereupon the blood-red words, 
“Stolen from the General Post Office,” 
started out like flame upon it. This in- 
genious chemical contrivance at once 
brought the thief to his knees. God can 
make the guilty conscience give up its 
secrets, and we cannot gainsay our sin. 
—From the Home Messenger. Sent by 
J A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Results of Unfaithfulness.—Zedekiah 
rebelled (2 Kings 24:20). 
Zedekiah was unfaithful to: 
His nephew, the king 
Nebuchadnezzar 
His God 
The result was that Nebuchadnezzar 
B esieged, broke up, and burned Jeru- 
salem 
.B ereaved Zedekiah of his sons 
B linded him 
B ound him with fetters 
B rought him to Babylon 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Warnings Rejected.—And it came to 
pass in the ninth year of his reign... 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came (2 Kings 25:1). Warnings re- 
jected can be a death sentence. Johns- 
town, Pa., had an air of fear and dread 
some years ago when the engineers 
notified its people that the great dam 
which had stood for so many years was 
going to break in a few hours. Heavy 
rain had been falling for many days 
and the waters had backed up. When 
the engineers discovered a little crack 
in the dam, they cried, “Flee for your 
lives! Rush to the hills! The flood is 
coming!” But there were hundreds of 
people who said, “Why, those young col- 
lege students don’t know, what they are 
talking about! Talk about the dam 
breaking and a flood coming—why, that 
dam has held all these years!” They 
Stayed on in their places of business; 
and then suddenly there was a crash 
and a roar and down the valley rushed 
millions of gallons of water to sweep 
Some three hundred people to their 
deaths because they had not heeded the 
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warning.—From the Dawn. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


“Driven” to Higher Levels.—And the 
city was besieged unto the eleventh year 
of king Zedekiah (2 Kings 25:2). It is 
said that on certain plains in South 
America herds become enfeebled by the 
sultry season. Then swarms of stinging 
insects arrive and, attacking the cattle, 
pursue them higher and higher to cooler 
levels of health and life. . Bleeding, 
panting, and tormented, they have by 
their very trouble been driven to save 
their own lives. Well, if we cannot 
stand the “sultry plains” of prosperity, 
the Lord in mercy may senhd the swarms 
upon us—loss of health, friends, money. 
Even the pointed dagger of bereave- 
ment may strike a careless soul. But if 
you cannot stand the plains—still God 
is good!—From the Free Methodist. Sent 
by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


When All Else Failed.—The famine 
prevailed in the city, and there was no 
bread for the people of the land (2 Kings 
25:3). In the Southwest a few summers 
ago a fiery drought clamped down over 
half a dozen states for weeks on end. 
In the blistering heat, steers fell on the 
range. Streams dwindled to rivulets, 
then dried up. The usually creaking 
windmills were silent. Buckets drop- 
ped down wells came up empty. In some 
areas civil engineers worked desper- 
ately. They were trying to plan irriga- 
tion systems that would make the small 
lakes in back of the dams do four times 
as much work on the thirsty plains. In 
other areas governors and state repre- 
sentatives were busy on the trains and 
planes to Washington, fighting for fed- 
eral relief. But in one New Mexico 
community Model T Fords and new 
Buicks could be seen parked three deep 
around a small country church. Inside, 
many somber-faced men bent their heads 
in prayer for rain. Men who had tried 
every scientific gimmick in modern agri- 
culture turned now to God. Only God’s 
grace could save the day. Half an hour 
later, the drops began to fall, and beat 
upon the stained-glass windows of the 
little community chapel in answer to 
their prayers of faith—From Sunday 
Digest. Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, 
Monticello, Miss, 


Prisoners.—They , . . bound him with 
fetters (2 Kings 25:7). I have never en- 
dured the cramped confines of a dingy 
jail or suffered the horrors of imprison- 
ment within guarded gates and towers. 
... If we had chanced to meet, you would 
have observed my state and called me 
a free man. ... Yet all the while I was 
a man of despair. I was in the very 
bonds of misery. For I was a prisoner! 
. . » My dungeon cell was my sinful 
self, and though I traveled far, my prison 
was continually there, and I an eternal 
captive. . Conscience and Memory 
stood as Overpowering guards to remind 
me of my guilt and of impending judg- 
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ment and doom... . Then it was that I 
received my pardon... . My fetters fell 
off. The cords were loosed. The gate 
opened wide in sweet release! The one 
who was in the form of God had made 
Himself of no reputation, taken ypon 
Himself the form of flesh, and become 
obedient unto the death of the cross. He 
provided reprieve at awful sacrifice. 
. . . The price He paid was His life. 
Jesus was bound, condemned, scourged, 
and crucified. But... Heaven has ac- 
claimed His binding our loosing, His 
condemnation our _ justification, His 
bruising our healing, His death our life. 

. “If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”— 
Condensed from “I Was a Prisoner,” by 
Jack Shuler. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


Sure in Judgments.—And he burnt 
the house of the Lord, and the king’s 
house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, 
and every great man’s house burnt he 
with fire (2 Kings 25:9). When Musso- 
lini’s troops marched on Ethiopia, I 
heard a godly lady say, as she looked 
at a picture of the proud invader shak- 
ing his fist, “Just wait; no nation can 
fight against God.” When the last Ital- 
ian flag was hauled down in Ethiopia, 
the same lady said, “Praise the Lord, . 
He is merciful and gracious, but He also 
is sure in His judgments.”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Helping a Prophet in Trouble (Jer. 38:7-13) 
RAMP! tramp! tramp! tramp! Ten 
thousand men and their families 

marched away. Where were they going? 

Why? Who was the prophet through 

whom God spoke to them in far-off 


Babylon? Do you remember what he 
told them? Can you find his Book in 
the Bible? 


Back home the poorer people had been 
left to carry on. What was happening 
there? Conqueror Nebuchadnezzar had 
chosen a new king for them, and made 
him promise to be true. The new king 
was a brother of King Jehoiakim who 
had burned up Jeremiah’s book, and an 
uncle of the yOung king whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar was carrying off in chains 
to Babylon. But he did not learn from 
what had happened to them. He was 
the last king, and his name begins with 
Z, Zedekiah. 

After Zedekiah had been king a few 
years, be broke his promise to be true 
to King Nebuchadnezzar. Then what 
happened? The army of Babylon came 
and started to conquer the city again. 
Jeremiah was still giving the Lord’s 
words to the people. “This is what the 
Lord says: He who stays in this city 
will die by sword, hunger, and sickness, 
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He who surrenders to the Babylon army 
will live. The Lord says this: This city 
will surely be given over to the king of 
Babylon’s army. He will capture it.” 
Some of the princes heard these words 
and hurried off to King Zedekiah. “Have 
this man killed. He is discouraging the 
soldiers in the city and all the people 
by speaking such things to them. This 
man is not trying to help the people 
but hurt them.” “He is yours. The 
king cannot do anything against you.” 
Off they went. Can you finish the story, 
using these words: empty well, mud, 
colored man, thirty men, rags, ropes? 
“A friend idveth at all times” (Prov. 
17:17, Memory Verse). Ebed-melech, 
the brave colored man, was a friend in 
danger, even at the risk of his own life. 
Have several packages of seed with 
pictured product. Mention some kind 
of weed that is prevalent. Would a man 
plant those seeds even if they looked 
as nice as peas and morning-glory seed? 
You can never fool a seed. You grow 
what you plant. But some folks think 
they can plant sin-weed seeds, and God 
will still make their life grow into a 
nice flower garden or useful vegetables! 
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” - (Gal, 6:7, Golden Text). 
The sign on the package said—(show 
the poster or quote Jer. 22:13). But 
King Jehoiakim thought he could sow 
cheating and reap a good country. He 
thought he could cut up God’s Word 
and not have anything happen. An- 
other package said: “The just shall live 
by his faith” (Hab. 2:4). Habakkuk 
planted the seed of faith and trusted 
God. So did Ezekiel and Jeremiah. 
Sometimes it did not look as if it would 
be a good crop of life, but it was. Another 
package, gives facts’ on two kinds of 
seeds. Plant repentance, get forgive- 
ness. Plant iniquity, get ruin. Do you 
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know where to find that in the Bible 
seed catalogue? (Ezek. 18:30.) 

What do you suppose Ebed-melech 
reaped from risking his life for God’s 
prophet? A promise from God that his 
life would be:safe when the city fell, 
safe from the enemies outside, safe from 
the enemy princes inside (Jer. 39: 16-18). 


Next week we shall see what kind of 


harvest Jeremiah reaped from the seeds 
he sowed, and King Zedekiah and the 
princes. You are sowing seeds now. 
Some you will reap the same day, some 
not till you reach Heaven. But remem- 
ber: “The word of our God shall stand 
for ever” (Isa. 40:8). Post the Golden 
Text as the word for this week. It may 
be illustrated. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ANET’S sunshiny, golden world had 

crashed into a million pieces! In- 
stead of the fun and laughter and play 
of a day before, she was sick in bed 
—terribly sick. Janet had polio! And, 
if you must know, Janet was a little 
afraid, too. It is true that she was as 
big as you girls, and she loved the dear 
Lord Jesus with all her heart. But to 
be carried into an ambulance and rushed 
into a little hospital room was frighten- 
ing. 

Even worse than being all alone in 
a hospital room, Janet could not move 
her legs or her hands or her head or 
anything. All that she could move were 
her lovely big blue eyes, usually shiny 
like a beautiful lake. Now, if there was 
any shininess, it was caused by huge 
teardrops that welled up.and rolled 
down her sick little cheeks. Janet was 
a very sick little girlk And she was 
alone in a strange hospital. 

Janet’s friend, Katherine, heard about 
her loneliness. So she did a wonderful 
thing: she went to as many of Janet’s 
friends as she knew and asked them to 
write her cards and letters. All of them 
did that. In fact, they sent many, many 
cards—and many gifts, too! Not only 
did they send them at the beginning, but 
they kept on sending them for almost 
a year. For Janet was in the hospital 
for that long. 

What fun the cards and letters and 
presents brought to Janet! And so many 
people wrote, “Katherine has told me 
that you were sick,” that Janet had no 
trouble at all in guessing who was tell- 
ing about her. “After a long, long time, 
when the mails were still bringing sur- 
prises, and when Janet’s mother was 
there to see her little girl, Janet asked, 
“Mommy, would’ you please write and 
tell Katherine that I thank her very, 
very much for having all my friends 
write to me? I love Katherine, Mommy.” 
You can be sure that Mother wrote that 
letter. And you must know, too, that 
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Katherine loved getting the message 
from her dear friend whom she missed 
dreadfully. And when Katherine read 
the verse of Scripture that Janet had 
sent, she was so happy that it seemed 
to her that joybells were ringing every- 
where. The verse was, “A friend loveth 
at all times” (Prov. 17:17). How glad 
she was that she had been able to help 
a friend who was in trouble! 

The verse that Janet sent her friend 
is our Memory Verse today. And we 
are reminded of another person who 
helped a friend in trouble. It happened 
in the long, long ago, and we can read 
about it in our Bibles. If you would 
like to find it for yourself, it is in Jere- 
miah 38:7-13, 

Jeremiah was one of God's prophets. 
He was given certain messages by God 
and it was his duty to deliver them to 
the people of God. Often God revealed 
to Jeremiah (as He did to other 
prophets) something that was going to 
happen in the future. When the prophet 
delivered the messages, you would think 
that the people of God would be happy 
to receive them. Do you think that 
they were happy? Let us see: 

The king over God’s people was 
named Zedekiah (a very strange name!). 
He could have been a good king,’ but, 
unfortunately, he was a weakling. He 
did not always do the things that God 
wanted him to do. So God sent Jere- 
miah to King Zedekiah to tell him that 
the city of Jerusalem was going to be 
destroyed. (Zedekiah and the people of 
God were being punished by God be- 
cause they had not obeyed Him—they 
had worshiped false, make-believe gods.) 
And do you know what King Zedekiah 
did when he received God’s warning mes- 
sage? He threw Jeremiah, the prophet, 
into a cold, pitch-dark, wet dungeon. 

How lonely Jeremiah must have been. 
How discouraged! How afraid! For the 
Bible tells us that he sank down in the 
muddy bottom (the mire) of the dun- 
geon. What an awful thing to have 
happen to a man, simply because he 
had carried God's message to God's peo- 
ple! * 

But Jeremiah the prophet had a friend. 
His friend was a colored man. When 
Jeremiah’s friend heard about his be- 
ing in prison, he did a remarkable thing: 
he went to see the king. Imagine that! 
And he explained to King Zedekiah that 
God’s people had sinned by putting Jere- 
miah into the dungeon. Besides that, 
he said Jeremiah was starving. There 
was a famine in the land, you see—and 
people did not send any bread or any- 
thing else to Jeremiah in his dungeon 
jail. 

When the king heard and saw the love 
of Jeremiah’s friend, he commanded that 
he take some men with him and go and 
get Jeremiah out of the dungeon. They 
pulled him out with ropes, and the king 
never put Jeremiah back in jail again. 
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How thankful Jeremiah must have been 
to have such a friend! 

It is good to be a friend. It is wonder- 
ful to have a Friend like the Lord Jesus, 
who loves us enough to give His very 
life for us. Is He your friend? 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 549) 
* 1, Assyria. 
2. Nearly a century and a half, 
3. (1) Hoshea; (2) Zedekiah. 


4. The house of David still reigned, 
and the Temple still stood in Jerusalem. 
5. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

6. At Riblah, Nebuchadnezzar’s mili- 
tary headquarters, 

7. He saw his sons slain, he had his 
eyes pricked out, and he was taken in 
double fetters to Babylon. 

8. To surrender to Nebuchadnezzar 
(Jer. 38: 17-23). 

9. Nebuzar-adan, chief of the guard. 

10. He had received the throne from 
Nebuchadnezzar, and had accepted a 
name which implied an oath of al- 
legiance. 

ELMHurRSsT, ILL, 


Children at Home 


A Tom Page 
By. Mabel C. Stewart 


4 HAT’S going on over there?” 
asked Khalil, as with a number 

of other Pakistani Mohammedan school- 

boys, he ran out of the schoolyard. 

“Where? What is it?” 

“Over there by the big tree. 
at the crowd!” 

“Let’s go and see.” 

The boys ran down the road to the 
crowd under the big tree. Pushing 
through, they stood near the front, 
where they could see the strangers who 
were talking. One was a white for- 
eigner, but he was speaking their lan- 
guage very well; the other was one of 
their own countrymen. Just now he 
was trying to talk to the noisy crowd. 

“Listen!” he said. “Hear the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the one whom 
you call a prophet. He says, ‘I am the 
door of the sheep . . . by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved.’” 

There was a murmur in the crowd. 
A tall, black-bearded man made his 
way forward. Others gave way to him, 
for was this not their mullah—their re- 
ligious teacher? 

“What do you mean?” he asked. “Do 
you think your Jesus is the door to 
Heaven?” 

“He is the only door,” was the reply. 
“Listen: ‘I am the way,’ the Lord Jesus 


Look 
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does HEARING LOSS 


rob you of Success 
and Happiness? 








Discover how you may now hear again 
so clearly that you'll get much more out 
of life, thanks to a sensational new elec- 
tronic invention. You'll again enjoy con- 
versation, parties, recreations. For inspire 
ing FREE book that tells how, write: 
Beltone Hearing Ald Ce., Dept. 4113 
2900 W. 36th St., Chicage. 
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STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by James Strong 






e Strong’s makes 
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ient, more rewarding. 
It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every 
passage in which it oc- 
curs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly 
and easily find the pas- 
f sage you seek. 


@ Strong’s is a basic 
library of four complete 
books— 
Main Concordance 
Comparative Con- 
cordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee 
Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 


e@ Strong’s is a life- 
time possession for 
everyday use—an essen- 
tial tool for every min- 
ister, student, teacher, 


every Bible reader. 
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He Knows 


With thousands this boy 
has learned Bible verses 
of soul winning power. 
By reciting 300 he has 
earned a week at one ot 
our Bible camps. What 
about the other 19 Million 
unsaved boys and girls? 
F $10.00will provideaweek 
' of camp for one of them. 


Write for Literature 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
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Family devotions that work! 


We'd be lost without THE CHRISTIAN PAR- 
ENT for our daily family devotions with our 
six kiddies,’’ a mother writes. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT also provides professional 
guidance in all areas of family living. 


Monthly. $3 peryear. Sample free. 
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ALL Christians a a maintain our established 
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$10.00 a month will care for an orphan. 
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WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and health— 
loving their Lord and Saviour. 
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The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 

252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


This Mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by renowned Christian leaders in the United 
States and Europe. 


PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING 


Lieut.-Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 











An ideal pamphlet to mail to young men 
and women in the armed forces or to 
hand out to service men or to make 
available at USO centers. 





24-page pamphlet for 10 cents 
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All prices postpaid 
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says; ‘No man comes to the Father but 
by me.’” 

The mullah was very angry. “We 
have our blessed Prophet Mohammed,” 
he said; “we need no one else.” He 
turned to the crowd. “Stop listening 
to these Christian unbelievers,” he or- 
dered. “We have heard enough about 
their Jesus. There is no God but God, 
and Mohammed is the Prophet of God.” 

“There is no God but God, and Mo- 
hammed is the Prophet of God.” The 
Mohammedan creed was repeated by 
every listener. 

The mullah turned away, and many 
of the crowd followed him noisily, 

The white stranger tried to make his 
voice heard above the din. “Are there 
any here who can read?” he asked. 
“Here is God’s own Word. Read it 
for yourself, and learn of His love for 
us all.” The speaker turned to the 
schoolboys. “You can read,” he said; 
“wouldn’t you like to buy one of these 
little books? They cost only a trifle, 
but they are priceless.” 

The schoolboys had their heads to- 
gether and were giggling, as one of 
their number whispered fast. “Let’s do 
it,” he said. “I was going to use my 
penny to buy sugar cane, but this will 
be more fun.” 

“All right. I have a penny, too,” said 
one after another. 

The first boy spoke. 
said, “we can all read. 
book.” 

“I will, too,” several others said, 

Khalil had no penny, and said nothing. 
Anyway, he was not quite sure he liked 
what was going on. 

The missionaries handed out the lit- 
tle bright-colored books, copies of the 
Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. 

“Now, take them home and read them 
to your parents,” they said. “You will 
learn about the Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who loved us and died on the cross to 
save us, so that we might go to Heaven.” 

Again the boys were laughing. “That’s 
your way,” they said. “That’s not our 
way. Here’s what we do with your 
books!” 

Shouting and laughing, they tore up 
the books, threw the pages into the air, 
and let the wind scatter them. Then, 
still laughing, they ran off down the 
road, followed by the crowd of men 
who also thought it a good joke on the 
strangers. 

Khalil followed the crowd, but more 
slowly. He .wasn’t at all sure he liked 
what his friends had done. What if 
this was truly the Word of God? It 
would be a terrible thing to treat the 
Word of God that way. Khalil knew 
in his home the Koran, which is the 
Bible of the Mohammedans, was always 
kept on its own little stand, and treated 
with the greatest respect, 

Khalil let the others run on ahead, 
while he made his way home alone. 


“True, sig,” he 
Tl take a 
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After a while he heard his father 
coming home from work. With him 
were other men, ail laughing as they 
told about the torn books. 

“Served them right, those unbe- 
lievers!” said Khalil’s father. “What 
right have they to come to our town 
and preach this strange teaching? Lies 
—all of it. We Mohammedans have 
the true religion.” 

“But, Father,” said Khalil, “if that was 
really the Word of God, they shouldn't 
have torn the books.” * 

“Who says it’s the Word of God? The 
Koran alone is our book from God.” 

The next day Khalil took a short cut 
through the fields, on his way to school. 
Suddenly he stopped. There on the path 
was a piece of paper, a page torn from 
some book. Sure enough, Khalil saw 
it was a page from one of yesterday’s 
torn books. He looked at it closely. 
The print was plain, and he read: “I 
am the door: by me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved. .., I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep. . . . Other sheep I 
have, ... them also I must bring .. .” 

“Why, that is what that man was talk- 
ing about!” said Khalil to himself. He 
put the page away carefully among his 
books, and ran on to school. 

He knew he must not let his father 
see him reading the page. Secretly he 
read it over and over again. “Who is 
this good shepherd?” Khalil wondered. 
He wished he had more than one page 
to read. 

Perhaps it might all have been forgot- 
ten, except that some time later Khalil 
visited his uncle in the city. He liked 
to wander through the big bazaar, and 
see the huge piles of grain, the fruit 
stalls, the noisy place where tin trunks 
were made. One day he came to the 
crossing of two roads, and there was a 
small, neat building. Over the door 
something was written. 

“Christian Reading Room,” he read. 
“All welcome.” Then, to his surprise, 
he saw something else written: “I am 
the Door.” 

“They are the same words,” said Kah- 
lil to hinfiself. 

In wonder he climbed the steps and 
went inside. There were chairs, tables, 
and books, and men and boys reading. 
One man was talking with a group of 
boys in a corner. Khalil joined them, 
and listened. 

Yes, it was a Christian Reading Room, 
and Khalil visited it often during his 
visit in the city. He was given a little 
book, the Gospel of John, in which he 
read more about the Good Shepherd 
who gave His life for the sheep. The 
Christian evangelist explained it all to 
Khalil, saying that Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd, and we are the sheep. 

Day by day this Mohammedan boy 
in Pakistan learned more about the Lord 
Jesus, and some years later, when he 
was judged old enough to decide for 
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himself, he said he wanted to become 
a Christian. There was much opposi- 
tion, but in spite of the anger of his 
parents and friends, Khalil was baptized. 

And so another of those of whom 
Jesus said, “Other sheep I have... 
them also I must bring,” was brought 
into the tender Shepherd’s fold. 


NEw WILMINGTON, Pa, 


Those Books . . . for Thailand 
(Continued from second page) 


do believe we accomplished our pur- 

pose of building a library for the 

Morrises, thanks to yeu. 

The question now is just what to do 
with all of the back issues of the 
Times, Moody Monthly, Eternity, and 
the like. Mr. Morris has asked if peo- 
ple could be notified to discontinue 
sending packages of back issues, and 
I am trying to find users of the ones 
in my basement as I do not want to 
throw them away. All of this is not 
by way of complaint, but to fill you 
in on what has happened. We are 
grateful to you for your assistance. 
Do you now know places where back 
issues are desired; and, could you re- 
quest our friends to discontinue send- 
ing packages? 

Mr. Caine wishes to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank all of those who sent 
packages either direct to Thailand or to 
him, and for the fine letters that many 
readers wrote him—but no more pack- 
ages, please! Perhaps some other Sun- 
day School Times readers can further 
help Mr. Caine, however, by suggesting 
to him the names of some institutions or 
persons who may have use for the sur- 
plus of periodicals now in his basement. 


we 


The Secret of Radiant Old Age 
(Continued from second page) 


nation Day when we shall forever be 
with the Lord, to share and enjoy those 
things concerning which it has been 
said, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 
2:9). May every aging friend reading 
these lines prove the grandeur and bliss 
of old age by knowing intimately and 
trustingly that Friend “who sticketh 
closer than a brother.” 

“Even to your old age I will be the 
same, when you are grey-haired, still 
I will sustain you; I have borne the 
burden, I will carry it, yes, I will carry 
you and save you” (Isa. 46:4, Moffat’s 
Translation). 








The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 24 


1. A Christian Dials With Discretion 
(Matt. 4:8-10; 1 John 2:15-17; Heb. 12:1, 2) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS week’s topic and next week’s 

comprise a series of two under the 
general theme, “Christians Discrim- 
inate,” which has to do with those things 
that enter our consciousness through the 
ear-gate and the eye-gate. This week’s 
topic deals with those impressions that 
come to us over the air waves by way 
of radio and television, while next 
week’s topic deals with the printed page 
and what we choose to read. The term 
“discriminate” in the over-all topic re- 
minds us that it is possible to distin- 
guish by certain tokens, and to separate 
things that may appear similar on the 
surface by discerning real differences 
and thus to make distinctions. 


Two Scripture portions that are in- 
dicated for our guidance in considering 
radio and television speak of “the 
world.” It is a term found frequently 
in the New Testament, and in these two 
verses it means this world order or 
arrangement. The physical world of 
trees and seas and land is not in ques- 
tion here, but rather the sum total of 
mankind and, more particularly, “the 
sphere of man’s rebellion, caprice, am- 
bition, vanity, avarice, forgetfulness of 
God, self-pleasing, sensuous desires and 
interests.” In the case of the temptation 
of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 4:8-10, 
Satan brought before Christ Jesus all 
the world governments and systems in 
all their pomp and glory and promised 
to give them to Christ if He would only 
fall down and worship him. The Lord’s 
reply should help us in considering this 
week’s topic. There is only one that is 
worthy of our worship and adoration 
and praise and that is God Himself. 
There is much in this old world that 
is eye-catching and that is competing 
for our attention, praise, and even our 
worship. As Christians we need to keep 
constantly before us the great truth that, 
when we set our affections and desires 
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Write: Mr. and Mrs. Howard Dawson, Own- 
ers and Managers, Cody, Wyoming. 
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Great fun for kids and 
grownups. Inflates to 
a giant 6 ft. across, 
21 ft. around. Use at 
beach or playground. 
Made of genuine neo- 
prene rubber for extra 
durability, Can be 
nted to carry your 
message! Terrific for 
attracting crowds at 
fairs, openings, school games, gas station, etc. 
Government surplus, never used, sold at a fraction of 
original cost. 59¢ each. (2 for $1.00, 5 for $2.00, 
dozen only $5.00.) Sorry, ce al 8- Dept. G-1060. 
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hinese orphans. 


“EVANGELIZE CHINA” Fellowship 


Conservative estimates show there are 


Won't you help us rescue these innocent ones? 


Write for illustrated prayer card and 
COMPLETE INFORMATION to 


U. $. Headquarters Box 550 


30,000,000 


Many flee to neutral territories. 


Los Angeles 53, Calif. 
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“I. FOUND 
MY MESSIAH” 


So exclaimed a young Jewish soldier 
returning to his home and business after 
the war. A simple tract, ‘‘What Is a 
Christian?’’ presented in the proper 
way was instrumental in introducing him 
to the Gospel. An intensive mental 
and spiritual struggle followed resulting 
in a glorious clirtax of triumph that 
brought this glad cry to his lips. 


(18) 


Multiply Such Victories 


For I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.—Romans 1:16. 


The Jew you pass on the street may be 
looking for the true Messiah with a 
heavy, hungry heart. Six million such 
are walking up and down in America 
today. . . unsaved, burdened with prej- 
udice, seeking they know not what. Let 
us be your hands and feet in carrying 
out this commission to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel. We have the 
missionaries, the equipment, the ex- 
perience, and the training. 


‘*T will bless them that bless thee’’ was 
the promise of God to Abraham and 
his descendants. Your prayers, your 
gifts given in the name of Him who 
wept over Jerusalem can be the means 
of bringing to the lips of many Jews 
here and abroad the glad, resounding 
cry, ‘‘I have found my Messiah, the 
hope of Israel, for whom my heart has 
yearned.’’ 


The time is short (James 5:8) 
The need is great (John 4:35) 
The responsibility is yours (Matt. 25:45) 


We pray you may be led to have fellow- 
ship with us in this world-wide work, 
blessed of God for more than sixty 
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upon the things of this world, we crowd 
out love for God and make it difficult 
or even impossible to please Him. 

ve 


Now, what has all this to do with 
television and radio? Are we to take 
the position that because television and 
radio form such a large part of our mod- 
ern life that they are necessarily evil, 
and that we should have nothing to do 
with them? . Do not Christians have to 
live in the world even though they are 
admonished not to be of the world? 
Just what wrong is in radio and tele- 
vision? Most of us will not deny that 
both of these modern channels of com- 
munication bring into our homes much 
that is cheap and undesirable. The cos- 
tumes and the conversation that once 
were confined to the vaudeville stage 
and the night club and the movie thea- 
ter now may enter our living rooms, to 
affect not only adults, but young people 
and children as well who seldom other- 
wise might see a vaudeville perform- 
ance or a floor show at a night club. 
With all this come urgent solicitations 
to try this or that beer, or wine, or 
cigarette, or cigar, and before our eyes 
are displayed those who are indulging 
in these things that the sincere, earnest 
Christian should have nothing to do 
with. Furthermore, the extreme dress 
and often vulgar actions of the beer 
hall and the dance become a familiar 
sight in our homes, if we do not use 
discretion in the use of our television 
and radio sets. 

4 

Can we hope to clean up television 
and radio by means of protest and cen- 
sorship? There is small likelihood of 
any great amount of success in this di- 
rection, for there are too many watch- 
ing television and listening to radio 
who want the sort of thing that is 
now “coming over the air. In the 
main, radio and television stations are 
operated to make money and to reach 
the largest number of people. The high- 
est bidders in the advertising world are 
often the rich liquor and tobacco inter- 
ests, who are out to persuade more and 
more of the public to buy more and 
more of their products. Christians 
should neither hesitate nor neglect op- 
portunity to protest against objection- 
able programs that come over the air, 
but there is not very much hope that 
such protests will make any material 
change. 

5) 

In all fairness it must be recognized 
also that there are some goed things 
on television and radio. Countless num- 
bers of shut-ins, who could not do so 
otherwise, may see or hear a sound Gos- 
pel preacher and enjoy a Christian pro- 
gram by means of television and radio. 
The sad part of it is there are so few 
sound Gospel programs on the air. There 
are many news events and sports events 
that may now be watched or listened 
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to that could not be enjoyed by many 
before television and radio. There are 
some excellent educational programs and 
informational broadcasts, as well as the 
music of great orchestras and famous 
singers, and the like, that make radio 
and television both entertaining and 
informing to both young and old. 
4 


The answer to the objectionable fea- 
tures would therefore not seem to be that 
of refusing to have television and radio 
in the home. It is a fact that many 
Christians do manage to get along very 
well without television and some with- 
out radio. Perhaps they are not too 
greatly handicapped by such a lack. But 
a refusal to have a radio or television 
set is not a complete solution of the 
problem, for young people in the home 
will be exposed to television and radio 
in the homes of their friends, in school, 
at snack bars, and the like. Parents 
themselves will encounter television 
when visiting the homes of friends, One 
cannot shut his eyes,and ears and re- 
fuse to have anything to do with these 
modern inventions. 

we 

The Christian’s solution of the prob- 
lems created by television and radio lies 
rather along the way of clear Christian 
thinking and decision regarding the use 
of these inventions, and a strong Chris- 
tian testimony and instruction in the 
home in the light of God’s Word coupled 
with a consistent, Christian self-disci- 
pline on the part of the parents, that 
will help in learning to choose rightly 
what is to be viewed and listened to. 
This will include a frank discussion by 
all the members of the household as 
to the harmful things and the helpful 
things that are to be found in radio and 
television. It will include a recogni- 
tion of the fact that the habitual lis- 
tening to and watching of programs that 
include the cheap and the vulgar and 
the evil will deaden one’s sensibilities 
to evil, and, either consciously or un- 
consciously, will build up a tolerance of 
those things that are not consistent with 
a sincere, earnest, and Spirit-filled 
Christian life. It will: help us see that 
the follower of Christ will refrain from 
doubtful programs not only for. his own 
sake, but also for the sake of weaker 
or younger members of the family. 


bd 


Here is a subject for one’s own per- 
sonal prayer time and also for the fam- 
ily altar time in the home, where light 
may be sought from God’s Word as to 
what are the things that are pure, lovely, 
of good report, virtuous, and praise- 
worthy (Phil. 4:8) that are to be thought 
upon and are to occupy our attention. 
Ask God to give you wisdom to dial 
with a discretion that He can and will 
supply, if you will ask Him and give 
Him the opportunity to do so. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Ouch! . . . My Conscience. By W. 
Maurice Hurley. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) 
It is obvious that religion and psychiatry 
attempt to deal with the same basic 
needs of man. The author of this book, 
trained both in theology and psychol- 
ogy, attempts to apply both to man’s 
soul sickness. Every once in a while 
the light shines brightly. More often, 
it seems, psychology becomes a mist 
that surrounds the light and sometimes 
obscures it completely. Frequently the 
terms of modern psychology are used, 
such as “guilt complex,” “fear com- 
plex,” and “immawrity.” At one place 
only does the author say clearly that 
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“men do not need reformation—they 
need transformation” (p. 86). But the 
follow up of this statement is a hope- 
less jumble. The new birth he describes 
“changes the motives within. It gives 
love to offset hate. It salvages the good 
in man...” Elsewhere he tells how 
one receives relief from his past sins. 
“He simply comes to Jesus and confesses 
his sins and accepts the spirit of the 
Master” (p. 35). Maturity is important, 
and Jesus is our example, he states. 
“He had grown to such maturity that 
He possessed an ability to reason that 
was superior to that of the disciples 

. carrying His cross, He was not an 
immature person paralyzed by fear. He 
had made His choice to give His life 
‘a ransom for many.’” There is no 
blood mentioned here, although the con- 
cept of Christ’s substitutionary death is 
not absent. It would seem that a greater 
place has been given to psychology than 
to theology in this attempt to blend the 
concepts of both. 

The Burden Is Light! By Eugenia 
Price. (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $2.50.) This is a moving true 
story of the personal experience of the 
author, who was a_ successful radio 
script writer. Well educated, attractive, 
equipped with many qualifications that 
result in progress in the great world of 
business and amusement, she neverthe- 
less was unhappy, restless, and uncon- 
sciously seeking for something worth 
while, 

After years of material success, this 
young woman, now a _ sophisticated, 
pleasure-seeking, smoking, drinking 
spendthrift, met with an old schoolgirl 
chum who had been wonderfully saved, 
Miss Price describes in a most stirring 
manner the conflict in her soul during 
the weeks this contact with her friend 
continued. Her consent to read the Bible 
led to admiration of some of its magnifi- 
cent poetical passages. In addition, the 
Holy Spirit was wooing her, and her 
friend was praying much. The final 
break through of the marvelous light 
of the Gospel brings the reader to tears 
of rejoicing. Days of Christian experi- 
ence of herself and her friend followed, 
and_ it is heartening to read of the re- 
wards of faith and trust and the commit- 
ment of their lives, as God leads them 
step by step. 

The author is at present writer-direc- 
tor-producer of the radio program “Un- 
shackled,” which originates at Station 
WGN, Chicago, where the conversions 
of down-and-outers from Chicago’s skid 
row are dramatized. 

Ken, Range Hero. By Basil Miller. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.) Old Shag Hornsby willed 
his great cattle ranch to his pretty 
Southern niece, Mary Kauffman. Be- 
fore she could come, it was rumored 
that a gang of cattle thieves had taken 
possession and stolen most of the stock. 
Ken, well known to many young readers, 
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knew Marty, and as he lived on the 
neighboring ranch some seven miles 
away he decided to discover who the 
intruders were and to try to bring them 
to justice. He got into tMe house by 
boldly posing as a cook for them. His 
fine work, which brought their arrest, 
was made possible by the clever use 
of his tiny but powerful two-way pocket 
radio, and the help of the Indian scout, 
Pago. Ken also knew how to pray in 
his time of need. Life on big, modern 
ranches is pictured in lively fashion. 


For Family Worship 
; By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 18 to 24 


Mon.—2 Kings 24:18-20; Jeremiah 38:1-6. 
Jeremiah Persecuted. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Then took they 
Jeremiah, and cast him into the dun- 
geon ... And in the dungeon there was 
no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk 
in the mire.” The hostility of Cain, who 
hated his brother for being righteous, 
flares up against all Christians active 
for spiritual things. The kind of peo- 
ple who persecuted the prophets and 
Christ will oppose and persecute every- 
one born of the Spirit, if he obeys his 
Lord. Christ warns of troubles, but 
also tells us of consolations and rewards. 
Be brave for Christ and righteousness. 
Pray for songs in your night of sorrow, 
and sing out your hope in God, who has 
in you a present, personal interest. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 38:7-13. 
Jeremiah Rescued. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “They drew up 
Jeremiah . . . out of the dungeon: and 
Jeremiah remained in the court of the 
prison.”” The Devil may make it miser- 
able for the child of God, but God limits 
his actions. To all troubled saints the 
avenue of prayer is always open. God 
watches tenderly over His suffering peo- 
ple. And only His tried ones know the 
sweetness of His love. Pray for your 
suffering brothers and sisters in occupied 
China, 


Wed.—Jeremiah 38:14-23. 
Jeremiah’s Steadfastness. 


PraYerR Succestions: “Obey, I beseech 
thee, the voice of the Lord, which I 
speak unto thee.” God kept Jeremiah’s 
*chin up in trouble. He feared not, at 
the risk of life, to declare the whole 
counsel of God. Better be right and 
suffer than be comfortably wrong. 
The boldness of prophets and apostles 
Was never more needed than right now. 
The Lord smiles sweetly over love- 
filled, courageous witnesses. Pray for 
more holy boldness for your loved 
preacher. 
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Rememser your own last birthday? That fine feeling of 
peace and well being as you enjoyed the love of family and friends? The fre- 
quency with which birthdays occur seems to speed up with passing time. But, 
when your financial security has been assured by Moody Annuities, your happi- 
ness in them increases a little each year. Moody Annuity checks come as regularly 
as the yearly anniversary of your birth. For more than 47 years, Moody has 
never missed or been late with an annuity payment. 


Your Moody Annuity is a gift unto the Lord .. . through Moody Bible Insti- 
tute and its many ministries. And, in a sense, it is also a gift to yourself. It pro- 
vides a generous, unchanging income for the rest of your life. The satisfaction 
that comes from sharing in the work of Moody means a lot to your peace of 
mind, too. Your gift to the Institute is directly instrumental in the saving of many 
souls, It makes possible the tuition-free training of dedicated young men and 
women for Christian service. It supports gospel literature work, radio station 
WMBI, the film ministry of Moody Institute of Science, and Bible teachers and 
evangelists in the field. 


A Moody Annuity provides you with “double dividends” on your savings. 
It pays an annual return of up to 84% and also enables you to share in‘ the 
eternal rewards for the souls won through MBI and its students. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 






MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


(0 Please send me “Dovuste Divivenns,” the story of Moody 
Annuities. 


Dept. S 24-2 








Al D) Please send folder, “You Can Take It With You,” relat- 
“Seg ing to stewardship and wills. 
Douste DIvIpENDs, 
will be sent you on 
request. Mail coupon Name Age 
today to get your 
copy. No obligation Address 
whatsoever. 
City Zone State 
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' 
Thurs.—2 Kings 25:1-7. 
Zedekiah Tries To Escape, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The army of the 
Chaldees pursued after the king, and 
overtook him in the plains of Jericho: 
and all his army were scattered from 
him.” Zedekiah thought he could out- 
wit God. He really did not believe a 
word Jeremiah spoke for God. He had 
to learn the hard, bitter way the truth 
of divine revelation. No one can dodge 
the hand of Providencdé. Jeremiah was 
divinely delivered from the miry pit; 
but Zedekiah was overtaken in the slime 
pits near the Dead Sea. God rewards 
the righteous and controls and punishes 
the wicked. Pray that the young may 
be early taught that “whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” 


Fri.—2 Kings 25:8-13; Jeremiah 39:9, 10. 
The Second Deportation. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘“Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard carried away 
captive into Babylon the remnant of 
the people.” The Lord finally caught 
up with the incorrigible nation. They 
ran past all God’s warning signals and 
fell into woes. Those hardened sin- 
ners found out, as all like them must, 
that “the way of transgressors is hard.” 
Many still seem to have to learn the 
evils of sin the hardest way. Pray for 
a new and mightier work of the Spirit 
in the hearts of young people. 


Sat.—Jeremiah 39:11-14. 
Jeremiah Spared. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon gave charge concerning 
Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard, saying, Take him, and 
look well to him, and do him no harm, 
but do unto him even as he shall say 
unto thee.” The Lord looks well to 
His servants. They are all certain to 
be hidden in the day of wrath. Angels 
encamp about them. Particular provi- 
dences are ordered for them. They, at 
their worst, are better off than their 
enemies at their best. Pray for more 
rest in the Lord, who is gracious. 


Sun.—Jeremiah 23:1-8. 
Promise of Return. 


PraYER SuGcEsTIons: “I will gather 
the remnant of my flock out of all 
countries whither I have driven them, 
and will bring them again to their 
folds; and they shall be fruitful and 
increase.” God will not always af- 
flict His people. He has a bright 
future for all who learn the lesson 
of obedience. There always will be 
for God’s people a happy issue out of 
trouble. “Weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing.” Learn early, Christian, that the 
paths of righteousness are your best 
paths. Pray for your troubled neigh- 
bors and friends. Trouble seems to 
give people more sertous thoughts and 
a more attentive ear. 


SV¥XKX32L OOVA 


_ = 








It 


“sf 


